
 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The NRCS Fundamentals of Conservation & Sustainability in Agriculture Certification was created 
in collaboration with Texas Corn Producers and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Together, we have a vision to create a world with clean and abundant water, healthy soils and 
resilient landscapes, all while feeding a growing population with healthy, nutritious food. Our goals 
are to build a strong organizational support system, work with advocates to further the interest of 
the industry and promote thriving agricultural communities through voluntary conservation.  

The creation of this certification is a response to our obligation to and interest in cultivating a 
diverse, well-trained workforce. There are few careers as noble as one in agricultural conservation 
and sustainability, since we are all alive because of soil, water, plants, air and animals. The industry 
certification tests over these principles, allowing certification candidates to prove proficiency. 
Earning the NRCS Fundamentals of Conservation and Sustainability in Agriculture Certification 
prepares individuals to pursue a variety of education and career opportunities within the 
conservation and sustainability industry and is transferable to the many agriculture fields.   

The certification provides value to earners who are wanting to prepare for their future careers or 
simply become more responsible consumers. The certification is also a valuable credential for 
working professionals who are looking to strengthen their position in their career fields. Possession 
of the credential signals to a variety of stakeholders, such as employers, that the certification earner 
has gone above and beyond to master concepts. 

We take seriously our responsibility to help build an emerging workforce that is interested in raising 
awareness about the importance of conserving and managing natural resources. We are dedicated to 
developing future industry leaders and are confident the certification does just that.  

Sincerely, 

 
David Gibson 
Executive Director 
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October 2, 2023 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I recently learned of the NRCS Fundamentals of Conservation & Sustainability in Agriculture 
Certification. I am impressed and excited with the variety and depth of relevant industry content 
and skills included. I am writing this letter in support of the certification and truly hope to see it 
implemented soon across educational institutions.  
 
The USDA Agricultural Research Service is the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s scientific in-
house research agency. Our job is to find solutions to agricultural problems that impact 
Americans and Ohioans every day from field to table. At large, the USDA ARS team employs 
over 2,000 scientists and over 6,000 additional employees of all levels and backgrounds. In Ohio, 
our teams are currently involved with research and programs directly related to soil drainage, 
precision application technology research, water quality and availability, watershed management, 
ecology, and crop production. 
 
I am strongly in support of bringing the NRCS Fundamentals of Conservation & Sustainability in 
Agriculture Certification to traditional and nontraditional educational outlets in Ohio. Both the 
environmental and agriculture industries house thousands of diverse jobs, often interconnected 
with each other. The introduction to these career opportunities and implementation of continuing 
education is essential.  
 
The content embedded into this program builds a strong foundation to understand the many 
interconnected areas in our industry. This is done through the inclusion of soil science, water 
quality & conservation, horticulture, air quality, and animal sciences. 
 
We know the creation of this certification was intentional and a direct response to NRCS interest 
in cultivating a diverse and well-trained workforce across the country. Earning this certification 
prepares individuals to pursue a variety of educational and career opportunities within the 
conservation and sustainability industry and is transferable to the many fields within agriculture. 
 
I know that our team at USDA Agricultural Research Service plays a part in building, 
strengthening and developing our workforce. That is one reason I am excited to see this 
certification implemented in Ohio. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
Kevin King, Research Leader 
USDA-ARS 
Soil Drainage Research Unit 
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