
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF ALABAMA 
7515 HALCYON SUMMIT DR. – SUITE 200 

P.O. BOX 241305 
 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36124-1305 
 

TELEPHONE  IN STATE 1-800-745-4222 
334-834-3006  FAX 334-834-5380  
 

June 9, 2020 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
 
The Home Builders Association of Alabama (HBAA) is the leading trade association representing the 
residential construction industry. The HBAA members consist of builders, remodelers, developers, 
subcontractors, suppliers, manufacturers, lenders, attorneys and other industry professionals.  

 
The residential construction industry is experiencing a shortage of qualified workers. Because of this 
shortage, we understand the need to provide relevant and meaningful training opportunities. We believe the 
HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification will help individuals of all ages and skill levels find 
meaningful opportunities and will aid in the recruitment of skilled workers, thus helping to alleviate the 
shortage in the industry. 

 
The certification is designed to introduce individuals to the essential skills needed to enter the residential 
construction industry. The certification will assess all aspects of residential construction including carpentry, 
plumbing, HVAC and more. Building components and health and safety will be covered as well. The 
certification verifies a better understanding of the residential construction industry and all the components 
involved. Individuals earning this certification will be better positioned to fill the employment needs of our 
industry. We believe those who earn this certification will have a solid foundation as they further their 
education or enter the workforce. 

 
These individuals will be a step ahead and will no doubt help raise the level of qualified workers in our 
industry. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Russell Davis 
Executive Vice President  
Home Builders Association of Alabama 





 

 
 

Alabama State Department of Education 

50 North Ripley Street 

P.O. Box 302101 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

 February 15,  2021 

  BPI Woodworks 

11965 Meadowview Drive 

Northport AL, 35457 

 
 

To whom it may concern:  

 

BPI Woodworks is a full-service custom cabinet shop. We design and construct some of the 

finest cabinetry in this area. We have cabinets in some of the more exclusive residential areas in 

the Tuscaloosa and Northport area. We make it a point to stay abreast of the most innovative 

changes and features in the industry. 

 

When constructing a set of cabinets, perfection is the goal. It is truly a craft where it must be 
done right. Being off an eighth of an inch can prove to be a disaster. Very few people have the 

skill set to do it right. Speed is not the objective; quality is. It takes a craftsman to build cabinets. 
When hiring employees, you never really know what you are getting until you have had a chance 

to evaluate their work. 

 

If I had some indication of the skill set of the employee that I was interviewing, it would be very 

beneficial to me. With the cost of worker compensation insurance, just having something 

verifying that the applicant had some knowledge of power tool safety would be very beneficial. 

The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification is significant because it is indicative of 

a skilled applicant and shows the employee is not starting from zero shop skills. 
 

BPI Woodworks benefits from access to HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification 

holders. Actually, every shop that I know of would benefit from a larger employee pool of 

somewhat trained applicants. I urge the Alabama State Department of Education to add this 

certification to the list of state-approved industry certifications. 

 
 

 

 

 

 







 

September 17, 2020 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  

It my pleasure to offer this support letter for Selma City School District to incorporate the Home Builders 

Association of Alabama (HBAA) Residential Construction Skills Certification into their Career Technical 

Education curriculum.  Students need exposure to careers that exist in this area and the state. A 

certification of this type would be an excellent benefit to students and industries in Selma and Dallas 

County. 

Pursuing building science certification opportunities provides valuable experience for those who are 

passionate about transforming our communities.  Earning the certification strengthens the industry 

through targeted career exploration opportunities. Earning the HBAA Residential Construction Skills 

Certification prepares students to pursue a variety of education and career opportunities within the 

construction industry.  

We believe the certification provides value to students who are wanting to prepare for their future 

career.  In addition, the certification signals a variety of stakeholders, such as employers and college 

admission boards, the certification earner has shown dedication and commitment to the building 

science field.  

Supporting an emerging industry that is interested in raising awareness for the need of skilled workers in 

building science is another reason Cosby-Carmichael Ready Mix Concrete, Sand & Gravel supports the 

efforts of Selma City School District.   The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification will provide 

even greater opportunities for students pursuing careers within the building science industry.  In return, 

commitment to develop future industry leaders is reinforced. 

 

With Kindest Regards,  

 

Clay Carmichael, Plant Manager 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2, 2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
As owner of Don Spurlin Construction, a medium sized company, performing residential and 
commercial construction and development headquartered in Albertville, AL, I am writing in 
support of approval for the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification.  There is no 
better or more equipped organization to offer this certification than the Home Builders 
Association of Alabama.  As a former past president and currently active member I can certainly 
attest to the Association’s organizational structure, financial stability, and commitment to the 
construction trades. 
 
By approving this certification process, this adds professionalism and training, as well as a 
skilled labor pool, to an industry in desperate need for qualified tradesmen and tradeswomen.  
My company would certainly hire workers with this certification and that would give us a level of 
confidence that the employee is well trained and qualified, and would be with us for the long 
term.  Additionally, a certified employee would also be worth more to our company, and thus 
would enjoy a financial benefit as opposed to a non-certified worker. 
 
Thank you for your consideration for this important step to providing rewarding career 
opportunities to potential candidates, as well as much needed skilled labor.  This is an important 
step to assure future success for our industry, my company, and other construction related 
firms. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Don Spurlin 
Don Spurlin Construction 
 
 
 
 

DSC 
DON SPURLIN 
CONSTRUCTION 
  
319C Hwy 75N 
Albertville, AL  35951 
  
(256) 878-6161 office 
(256) 878-6163 fax 
  
www.donspurlinconstruction.com 

Homebuilders 

Licensure Board of 

Alabama # 8534 

 

State of Alabama 

General Contractors 

License # 18516 

 

GA License # 

GCQA005686 

  





       G&H Drywall 
Northport, Alabama 205-361-5083

“For all your drywall needs”

State of Alabama
Department of Education
Montgomery, Alabama

To whom it may concern:

I am Earl Hopkins, and I have been installing and finishing drywall most of my life. I have worked in 
other states and have always have more work than I could do. Over the years, I would not even 
attempt to guess how many people that I have trained in this line of work. In drywall, you must 
develop your employees. It is costly and time consuming, and you never know when they are going 
to leave or even go into competition with you.

It would really be nice if we had a way of identifying young people who had a desire to do 
construction work and who had already developed some of the basic skills needed in the industry. 
Many of the people who came to me looking for a job soon realize that they did not enjoy the 
physical requirements of drywall. It is heavy, awkward to handle and easy to make mistakes with. 
Often, we are trying to cover a bad framing job and make the job look as good as it should. 

Having applicants with the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification would be really nice. 
This certification is a good indicator that the applicants at least knew something about what they will 
be doing. 

I really hope that the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification is approved by the state of 
Alabama. The jobs are here and there is a need for skilled labor. If you have good people working for 
you, there is constantly someone trying to hire them. 

Thank you,

Earl Hopkins











 

 

 

February 25, 2021 

 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

My name is David Lisenby, and I am the president of Lisenby Construction, Inc. Founded in 1991, 

Lisenby Construction offers experienced design-build home construction and remodeling services across 

the Greater Montgomery, AL, area. Through the years, we have built a reputation for a high quality of 

services. Our focus is on completing every project on time and within budget. More importantly, we help 

our customers make their dreams for their home become a reality. 

 

We place a special emphasis on customer satisfaction and quality results. To do this, we need a staff of 

skilled, knowledgeable employees. Due to the construction industry's specialized nature, it is challenging 

to find new team members who have the proper background in construction principles and practices.  

 

The Home Builders Association of Alabama (HBAA) Residential Construction Skills Certification proves 

someone has a fundamental understanding of what it takes to be a productive worker on a residential 

construction job site. As a proud member of HBAA, I wholeheartedly trust their leadership in the 

residential construction industry. There is truly no one better than HBAA to set the standards for this 

certification.  

 

The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification gives us a way to identify candidates who have 

the commitment, knowledge, and skills we value in new employees and shows us they are passionate 

about the construction industry. We need more HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification 

earners at Lisenby Construction, Inc. and throughout the entire residential construction industry.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

David Lisenby 

President 

 

Lisenby Construction, Inc. 
2945 Chestnut St. 

Montgomery, AL 36107 

Phone 334-265-1997 
WWW.LISENBYCONSTRUCTION.COM 

 



 
 

 

 

February 15, 2021 

 
 

 
To whom it may concern: 

 
 

 
It is my pleasure to write you in support of the Home Builders Association of Alabama (HBAA) 

Residential Construction Skills Certification. I am the president of Pitman Brown, a construction 

company that emphasizes superior craftmanship and professional integrity. We are located in 

Baldwin County. 

  

The HBAA continues to be the leader for our industry in finding solutions. The construction industry 

is currently experiencing a significant gap in skilled labor. Solving the skilled labor shortage is 

paramount to our homebuilding industry, and without it, businesses like mine will suffer immensely. 

If I were to see the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification on an applicant’s resume, I 

would be more likely to hire them because I know they have the knowledge and skills I want in an 

employee.  

 

The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification serves our industry by strengthening the pool 

of qualified workers. It also provides meaningful jobs to those who are not on track for a college 

education. The certification provides a career path and gives direction, just as my first construction 

job did for me. 

 

I strongly encourage the State of Alabama Department of Education to adopt the HBAA Residential 

Construction Skills Certification to give a path to those that need direction and strengthen the entire 

construction industry. What is good for the next generation is good for Alabama. 

 
 
 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 

Robert Brown 

 
President/ Pitman Brown  



Marvin Salter Construction 
7412 W State Hwy 52 

Samson, Al 36477 
334-248-1009

Alabama State Department of Education 
50 North Ripley Street 
P.O. Box 302101 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

February 3, 2021 

At Marvin Salter Construction, a sterling reputation of fine craftsmanship and superior customer service has been 
our standard for over 40 years. This dedication was built by a team of highly skilled labor that has largely since 
retired. We have seen an unprecedented push for high school graduates to pursue higher education from the 
1990's through present day. The unintended consequences of this has created generational gaps of construction 
industry knowledge and we are now facing historically low levels of skilled labor. With those two pitfalls coupled 
with deadline constraints and minimal training opportunities, companies are often forced to hire an individual 
without truly knowing if that individual possesses knowledge of common construction principles and the skillset to 
put those principles into practice. This practice is unsustainable both for construction industry and for the 
consumer. 

The Home Builders Association of Alabama (HBAA) Residential Construction Skills Certification spearheads 
many of the industry related challenges while creating a pathway of unlimited opportunities for future generations. 

This certification verifies the earner has an understanding of a variety of construction areas, including framing, 
drywall, plumbing and HVAC, as well as a comprehension of codes, regulations and schematics. Additionally, this 
certification ensures the earner can properly and safely handle tools and machinery on a job site. 

As an employer, this certification expedites the hiring process and requires less on-the-job training. This creates 
an opportunity to fast-track to a high demand and high wage career. 

Workers need a way to prove their skills. Employers need a way to identify qualified employees, and the industry 
needs more skilled workers. The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification meets these needs. I ask the 
Alabama State Department of Education to accept the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification and add 
it to the list of state-approved industry certifications. 

V/r 
Marvin Salter Jr 











Written: November 18, 2020 

 

 
The Builders Group 
1307 25th Avenue 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
(205) 342-3940 
 
November 16, 2020 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Builders Group was established in 2001 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. We have expanded and established 
two locations in Tuscaloosa and Huntsville. We are a diversified residential construction company. We 
have twenty-five phenomenal employees who work every day to positively impact the lives of those we 
touch, including our customers, our fellow employees, and our trade partners. 
 
We are requesting state approval for the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification because we 
see tremendous value in being well-rounded in the construction field. We trust Home Builders 
Association of Alabama because of the what they stand for.  Home Builders Association of Alabama is 
dedicated to promoting progress in the housing industry and are a credible resource for all housing 
essentials. Finding employees knowledgeable of residential construction is difficult to obtain. This 
certification helps address the hiring matter by ensuring all employees have a solid foundation in 
building trades, safety and health, and building components. With this certification, we can ensure that 
our employees feel more confident while making independent construction decision. Having state 
approval of this certification will offer value to our industry and our company. The Builders Group would 
hire an individual with this certification because it offers a superior foundation and a stronger grasp in 
their position. We would even be happy to offer preference, such as higher pay to certification earners. 
In fact, we are already using this certification as internal training for our employees.  
 
We are requesting state approval for the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification because we 
recognize tremendous value in being well-rounded in the construction field. This certification assists in 
ensuring all employees have a superior foundation in building trades, safety, health, and building 
elements, feel increased confidence while making independent construction decision, and would 
possess a stronger grasp in their position. Knowledge is power. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ashley Suchocki 
Human Resources 
ashley@thebuildersgroup.info 
  







       

 

            

 
 
 

 
 
 
September 10, 2020 
 
Re: Residential Construction Skills 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
CareerSource Flagler Volusia is pleased to provide Volusia County Schools with a letter of 
support for their application to add the Residential Construction Skills Certification to the 
Florida Department of Education’s Industry Certification (CAPE) list.  The occupation using 
this certification include, but is not limited to, First Line Supervisors of Construction Trades 
and Extraction Workers.  The average annual wage in Volusia County is $58,700 with an 
anticipated 5-year growth of over 622 positions. 
 
The Residential Construction Skills Certification presents students with the opportunity to 
enter a rewarding career in the construction industry that utilizes these skills in multiple 
career paths.  With the growth in residential construction operations and the increased need 
within the Construction industry sector this certification offers an excellent skill that can be 
utilized in multiple ways. The Residential Construction Skills Certification presents high 
school students a foundation to take this opportunity to become employed in high paying 
positions in Volusia County, and we extend our full support in requesting its addition to the 
CAPE funding list. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robin R. King 
President & CEO 

CareerSourceFV.com 

329 Bill France Blvd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

P: 386.323.7074 | f: 386.323.2095 

TDD/Florida Relay 711 

Robin R. King 
President & CEO 

 



 

 

September, 25 2020 

 

To whom it may concern:  

 

As an employee of iBuild Central Florida, I am passionate about maximizing rewarding and lucrative 

employment opportunities for individuals in our area and by doing so helping to strengthen our local 

workforce. The demand for construction workers in our workforce region grows more and more every 

year. It is estimated 15,529 construction jobs will be added by 2026 in Central Florida alone.  

 

With so many in-demand positions and an ever-growing need for construction workers in our area, local 

employers are constantly looking for better ways to identify qualified candidates for their open positions. 

The HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification is a valuable asset to employers in our region 

because it helps them identify applicants who have the right combination of background knowledge and 

technical skills to be productive on a residential construction job site. By hiring employees with the 

HBAA Certification, employers spend less time on training and have a much better chance at retaining 

those they hire, saving them time and money.  

 

I support the HBAA Certification not only because of the benefit to employers in the construction 

industry, but because of its value to individuals seeking employment in the field. The HBAA Certification 

allows individuals to prove their knowledge and skills related to the construction industry, which helps 

them secure better employment options.  

 

Students and workforce professional are in desperate need of more access to certification opportunities 

and in the same regard employers have an urgent need for more skilled workers to fill the workforce 

shortage. Access to more certification opportunities will not only help to build a better workforce but help 

to build a better future for all Central FL communities. To meet the needs of our local workforce, I ask the 

Florida Department of Education to add the HBAA Certification to the list of approved industry 

certifications.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tara Hagood 

Program Coordinator 

thagood@ibuildcfl.com 

407-431-2938 

 

mailto:thagood@ibuildcfl.com


 
 

September 11, 2020 

 

To whom it may concern:  

My name is Mathew Tharpe and I am the General Contractor and Owner of Tharpe Construction and 

Remodeling. Our membership encompasses all segments of the Florida construction industry, and we 

strive to create a climate in which the construction industry can prosper. Because of our mission and our 

dedication to home builders across the state, we were excited to hear the Home Builders Association of 

Alabama (HBAA) had created a Residential Construction Skills Certification.  

The Home Builders Association of Alabama is an affiliate of the National Association of Home Builders 

(NAHB). While the certification name may say HBAA, that doesn’t make the certification any less 

valuable to the Florida construction industry. We are grateful that HBAA stepped up and created this 

certification, because according to a 2019 study by the NAHB, more than 379,000 Floridians are 

employed in the residential construction industry. Yet, we still need more skilled workers to keep up 

with the extreme demand in our field. Our industry is in dire need of more workers, but those workers 

must have a basic knowledge of common construction principles and practices to be successful in the 

field.  

Earners of the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification have a verified skillset and knowledge 

base. When an employer sees this certification listed on an applicant’s resume, they can be confident 

the candidate is ready to get to work on a residential job site. Florida Home Builders Association 

members consistently tell us how difficult it is to find the right employees for their construction crews. 

This certification is a hiring signal and streamlines the hiring process for workers and employers. 

Additionally, this certification is a valuable tool in showing young people the construction industry offers 

viable career opportunities. We need more young people to become interested and passionate about 

our field to keep up with the growing demand, and this certification helps demonstrate the 

sustainability of our industry. 

I urge you to add the HBBA Residential Construction Skills Certification to the list of approved industry 
certifications under the Career and Professional Education (CAPE) Act. Its addition will be a turning point 
for the Florida construction industry by strengthening the current and future workforce.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mathew Tharpe 
General Contractor, Owner  
mtharpe@tharpeconstruction.com 
1.850.868.0806 

https://www.nahbclassic.org/generic.aspx?sectionID=734&genericContentID=267085&channelID=311&_ga=2.50252326.1406327807.1598382064-1810891938.1598382064




MWJ ROOFING & ROLL-OFFS
9109 Saratoga Avenue, Lubbock, TX 79424

806.544.0077

 

 

 
 
 
 
August 18, 2020 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
My name is Matt Jasper, and I’m the owner of MWJ Roofing & Roll-Offs. As a third-generation 
roofing contractor, entrepreneur, and business owner, I have over 20 years of experience 
managing business operations. I am writing this letter in strong support of the HBAA Residential 
Construction Skills Certification. 
 
In the construction industry, we have an extreme shortage of workers. To compound the issue, 
many workers do not have a background in construction. We spend a lot of time training new 
employees, which severely decreases our productivity. I need more employees who require 
minimal training, and I need an easy way to identify those employees.  
 
When I found out about the HBAA Residential Construction Skills Certification, I was excited 
because this is exactly what my business, and others like it, need. We need to establish a 
pipeline of skilled workers in the construction industry. These individuals should have a 
background in construction principles and practices. They do not need to be experts, but they 
should be familiar with common procedures and standards. For my business, the HBAA 
Residential Construction Skills Certification is a hiring signal. When I see the certification listed 
on an applicant’s résumé, I know that person will be a productive employee and will be an asset 
to my business.  
 
The construction industry is in dire need of more skilled workers, and businesses are suffering 
due to hiring struggles. I ask you to endorse the HBAA Residential Construction Skills 
Certification for state approval so my business and all construction business have access to 
more trained workers.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Matt Jasper  
Owner 
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