
November 1, 2016 
 
 
 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The mission of Elanco is to provide those who raise and care for animals with 

solutions that empower them to advance a vision of food and companionship 

enriching life. Therefore, Elanco is committed to investing in tomorrow’s leaders 

through the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 

Pursuing animal science and veterinary certification opportunities provides 

valuable experience for those who are passionate about transforming animal 

health and maintaining the well-being of our food supply and our pets. Earning 

the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification prepares individuals to 

pursue a variety of education and career opportunities within the agriculture 

industry, particularly fields related to animal production and health.  

We believe the certification provides value to students who are wanting to prepare for 

their future career, as well as working professionals who are looking to strengthen their 

position in their career field. In addition, the certification signals a variety of 

stakeholders, such as employers and college admission boards,  the certification earner 

has shown dedication and commitment to the animal science field.  

Supporting an emerging workforce that is interested in raising awareness about global 

food security and celebrating the human-animal bond is another reason Elanco decided 

to get involved. We hope the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification will 

provide even greater opportunities for individuals pursuing opportunities within the 

agriculture industry  and reinforces our commitment to develop future industry 

leaders. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 
  
 

 
 
Becky Fouard 
Global Learning & Development Consultant  
 



 

 
HIGH NOON FEEDS | Bird City, KS | 785.734.7065 | highnoonfeeds.com 

 
 
May 16, 2018 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Fundamental of Animal Science Certification 
endorsed by Elanco. 
 
High Noon Feeds is a livestock feed company with distribution to 33 states and more 
than 2,600 dealerships nationwide.  We pride ourselves in producing high quality, 
nutrient dense feed rations intended to optimize animal performance and genetic 
potential. 
 
Our distributors and dealers are constantly in search of bright, young talent to promote 
the features and benefits of feeding our brand. To communicate this effectively and to 
provide feed recommendations correctly, we need candidates with a fundamental 
understanding of the nutritional needs and health requirements of livestock.   
 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides the exact 
knowledge foundation we are looking for in potential employees. In addition to learning 
the basic nutritional needs and digestive requirements for ruminant and non-ruminant 
animals, the certification coursework also provides students with a better understanding 
of the livestock industry as a whole, addressing important topics such as the aspects of 
a successful breeding program, processes of reproduction technologies and harvesting 
processes including federal and state meat inspection standards. 
 
The development of competent, well-rounded agricultural students is extremely critical - 
not only to our business, but to the entire agriculture community.  Simply put, students 
with this certification are more qualified for employment in the animal science industry, 
and possibly of even greater importance, they will be better prepared to be future 
leaders and innovators or our very important industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Nick Ketzner   
    



 

June 5, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
I am Doug Little with CFS a division of Nutrien Ag Solutions an International company.   We have over 20,000 
employees with operations and investments in 14 countries and reach every major growing region of the 
world.   Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to 
succeeding in the animal science industry.  The best part of an individual that earn this certificate is that they 
have a solid understanding of the livestock industry.  They have also shown a commitment to the industry and 
are familiar with the livestock practices that are exercised throughout the country.  What an advantage that is 
for our company to have a person that can start with their feet on the ground as we work with them.   
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles 
in one of the largest industries in the world. In the last 10 years many of our new employees do not have any 
agriculture background so it is difficult to encourage them to work in our industry.   With this certification our 
new hires would be more career ready than an individual without the certification. It would provide an edge 
over someone who does not have this certification.  I feel that the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification is a good start for any of our new hires. 
 
This certification is what the animal industry needs so that young people will have the science background to 
be successful.   
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a nationally 
recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the animal 
science industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, this certification is extremely valuable 
to employers like me because it helps connect us to qualified candidates.  To have individual that have already 
shown a desire to work in this industry by taking the certification is a great help and to have an understanding 
of the animal industry is far better than what we have hired recently.  This is one more tool that can help us in 
hiring individuals that will help meet our labor needs.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Doug Little Crop Consultant 
CFS division of Nutrien Ag Solutions 
 





Jennie Hodgen, PhD 
Sr Acct Manager 
Corporate & Diversifed Accounts 

Merck Animal Health 
US Office DeSoto KS 
Home Office 3210W CR 1350N 
Roachdale, IN, 46172 
USA 
T 1.402.540.0861 
merck-animal-health.com 
 

 

Nov 18, 2019: 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification.   
 
I am a meat scientist with Merck Animal Health.  As an 11+ year industry 
representative I have worked with FFA students and instructors, packers, 
processors, and producers and industry leaders discovering their needs, conducting 
research, and answering questions pertaining to animal welfare, sustainability, use 
of animal health products, production practices, and of course any meat science 
related questions.  Merck Animal Health has thousands of employees in 150+ 
countries around the globe and is a leader in vaccine and pharmaceutical products 
for companion animal and livestock. 
 
After reviewing this industry certification, I’m sure you’ll agree with me that 
individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge 
and skills vital to succeeding in the animal science industry.  Other students across 
the US are gaining the benefit both for college applications and real-world 
application from these certifications so it’d be nice to put our students in Indiana on 
the same playing field.  Additionally, as I go and talk with companies, a labor force 
with a background in the area- in this case animal science- is a critical need.  Giving 
students a chance to learn the basics will save companies expense in hiring & 
training and will allow salaries to reflect this so we can fill some of our critical 
shortages we are seeing in all sorts of animal science related jobs like working for 
breeding and genetics companies, on farm, in feed stores and vet clinics, and even 
in areas such as banking and rural economic development.  
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions 
in a wide variety of roles in one of the largest industries in the world.  It would be nice 
to have a pool of applicants at our customers’ places, at our R&D farms, and even in 
our manufacturing plants who have a better understanding of the basics of animal 
production.  Students with these types of certifications will certainly have a leg up in 
the animal science field as the known rigor of the certification gives assurances the 
students know what to expect and can more seamlessly join in the conversation or 
role.  
 
This certification is what the industry is looking for as we struggle to meet not only 
able bodies, but people with an understanding of the importance of their job that our 
customers are demanding in the raising and management of the livestock and 
animals that will be their protein. 



 

 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification, issued by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has 
proven they are more qualified for employment in the animal science industry than 
an applicant without the certification. The material may have been created from one 
of our competitors, but the information is no less important.  For our businesses and 
our customers, any area where we can give incentives and programs to create better 
leaders, students, and future employees is supported by us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jennie Hodgen, PhD 
Sr Acct Manager 
Merck Animal Health 
 







SAILA
Southern Arizona International Livestock Association

29455 N. Cave Creek Rd. Ste. 118-199
Cave Creek, AZ 85331

saila1935@aol.com

June 17,2019

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter in support of the Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification endorsed by Elanco. As the General Manager of our organization, I 
have been involved with thousands of young people in my 30 year term with this 
association. Many of these have gone on to pursue careers in Agriculture and I am 
sure that the trend for that will continue with each group that enters, participates 
and graduates from our program. Unfortunately, I am sure that there is a fair 
percentage of these young adults that are not actually prepared for a collegiate 
career and would be greatly helped with the various certification programs. Those 
that are able to participate in these programs and earn the certification would 
assuredly be several steps ahead of their constituents when entering the college of 
their choice.

I believe that it is very imperative in today's competitive marketplace, that students
entering the workforce be equipped with as much knowledge  and skill training as 
possible. The certification offered by Elanco is one step towards helping to ensure 
that this is possible.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Tor Sorensen
General Manager  

mailto:saila1935@aol.com


 

 

 

June 4, 2018 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
United Dairymen of Arizona (UDA) is a milk marketing cooperative owned by Arizona dairy families. 
Founded in 1960, the co-op merged two local dairy associations to ensure an adequate supply of fresh 
milk and dairy products of the highest possible quality for customers. 
 
Our membership consists of approximately 79 farms, averaging 2,800 head per dairy. Our modern 
manufacturing facility in Tempe operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and produces high, medium 
and low heat nonfat dry milk (including vitamin fortified products), MPC, cream, butter, skim milk, 
condensed skim milk and lactose powder.  Our milk processing plant can process over 1 million gallons 
of milk per day and have approximately 300 employees throughout our entire company. 
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to 
succeeding in the animal science industry. Animal health, nutrition and management practices are core 
assets to the certification and essential to the dairy industry.  
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of 
roles in one of the largest industries in the world. Having potential new hires with the animal science 
certification will ensure a skilled and experienced labor force in the dairy industry.  
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a 
nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in 
the animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, this certification is 
extremely valuable to employers like UDA because it helps connect us to qualified candidates who have 
the experience necessary to work with dairy cattle and understand the industry as a whole. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vice President of Legal and Environmental Affairs 





 
 
 
 
 
 
James W. Eubank, DVM 
Monument Valley Agri-Science Center – N.A.T.I.V.E. 
Kayenta Unified School District # 27 
PO Box 710, 900 Sky View Drive 
Kayenta, AZ 86033 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.  I am a 

veterinarian and have been in practice for 38 years. 
I grew up on a farm in south central Kansas. Prior to entering the College of Veterinary Medicine, I 

obtained a B.S. in Agronomy and had been accepted to a Master’s program in Forage Utilization at Purdue.   
I served in the USAF as a veterinarian for 3 years, and then was in Private Practice for 19 years in my 

hometown. I continued to be an integral part of our family farm during those 19 years. I then worked for Pfizer 
Animal Health (now Zoetis) for 10 years, and am currently working on the Navajo Nation at the Monument 
Valley Agri-Science Center/ N.A.T.I.V.E. for the last 2 ¾ years.   

It is exciting to see the enthusiasm that this program generates in the students due to both the 
excellent curriculum and the opportunity to use many of their classroom skills in hands on projects. They learn 
a broad spectrum of skills, not limited to general animal science, animal breeding, animal health and wellness, 
animal nutrition, and animal management practices.  

Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to 
succeeding in the animal science industry 

An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a 
nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the 
animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In today’s environment, the percentage of 
students coming from an Ag background is extremely small. Having a course like this, gives us a desperately 
needed pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles in one of the 
largest industries in the world. This certification is what the industry has needed to be able to recruit qualified 
candidates for an ever increasing technical field. 

If I was hiring in the agricultural field, I would most definitely view this as a credible source for very well 
qualified applicants. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James W. Eubank, DVM 
Monument Valley Agri-Science Center/N.A.T.I.V.E. 
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May	17,	2018	
	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
I	am	writing	this	letter	in	support	of	the	Fundamentals	of	Animal	Science	Certification	endorsed	
by	Elanco.	
	
My	entire	career	has	been	focused	in	animal	agriculture,	growing	up	on	a	livestock	farm	in	
Minnesota,	with	degrees	in	Animal	Sciences	and	a	career	in	livestock	research	at	Elanco	Animal	
Health.		After	retirement,	I	have	served	as	an	affiliate	faculty	in	the	Department	of	Animal	
Sciences	at	Colorado	State	University.	
	
There	is	a	critical	need	for	the	certification	of	students	who	have	demonstrated	a	mastery	of	
concepts	vital	to	succeeding	in	the	Animal	Science	industry.		Many	job	opportunities	are	
available	in	the	Animal	Industry,	but	fewer	students	today	have	direct	experience	with	livestock	
as	in	the	past.		A	basic	understanding	of	common	terminology,	factors	affecting	growth	and	
development,	the	basics	of	nutritional	requirements,	and	identification	of	common	diseases	as	
well	as	optimal	management	practices	and	many	other	concepts	are	critical	in	preparing	
students	for	successful	careers	in	animal	agriculture.		A	student	earning	this	certification	would	
be	more	prepared	and	employable	than	a	student	without	a	certification.	
	
In	conclusion,	I	am	in	touch	with	animal	scientists	from	all	parts	of	the	industry	from	academia	
to	production	and	am	convinced	that	a	certification	in	the	Fundamentals	of	Animal	Science	will	
provide	exceptional	value	and	prepare	students	well	for	the	many	job	opportunities	in	the	
animal	science	industry.			
	
Sincerely	yours,	
	
	
	
David B. Anderson, Ph.D. 
Affiliate Faculty 
Department of Animal Sciences 
Colorado State University 
Ft. Collins, CO  80523 
Cell: 970-631-2659 
Email: andersondavidbennett@gmail.com 
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February 1, 2021 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification 
created. Having spent my career as a Professor in the Department of Animal Sciences at Colorado 
State University since 1995, I know the importance of providing students not only with this 
knowledge, but also the importance of providing a certification like this one to students to help 
prepare them for college as well as real-world scenarios. At CSU, we often have students with non-
agriculture backgrounds, to which this type of certification would be extremely helpful and ensure 
that they have the knowledge and skills necessary to build a foundation in the Fundamentals of 
Animal Science and succeed. This certification provides individuals with the skills to support an 
ever-changing and fast-paced industry. Individuals who earn this certification demonstrate mastery 
of concepts vital to succeeding in these areas. 

 

It is imperative to have individuals with certified achievements. Those who have earned the Elanco 
Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification that was created by a nationally recognized association 
such as Elanco will be able to transfer credits for basic animal science courses and reduce tuition fees 
for the equivalent course. In addition to this financial savings for students, it is also vital that we have 
a continuing line of skilled workers for current and future positions in the industry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith E. Belk 
Professor & Head 

Department of Animal Sciences, Campus 1171 

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1171 

Office:  (970) 491-5826 

Cell:  (970) 222-3181 

Email: Keith.Belk@ColoState.edu 

 

http://ansci.agsci.colostate.edu/
mailto:Keith.Belk@ColoState.edu
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May 18, 2018 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification endorsed by 
Elanco.  As department chair at Texas Tech University from 1996-2011, I was exposed to hundreds of 
students who were not prepared for college.  Having certification programs available for several areas 
will really benefit future students.  Students who earn this certification demonstrate mastery of 
concepts vital to succeeding in these areas. 
 
It is imperative to have students with certified achievements.  A high school diploma is often not 
enough.  A student who has earned the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification that is 
endorsed by a nationally recognized association such as Elanco will be able to transfer credits for 
basic animal science courses and reduce tuition fees for the equivalent course.  At CSU, this will save 
$6,000 in tuition and fees.  In addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers as it helps 
verify qualifications of candidates for summer employment and internships.  With so many Texas 
students studying out of state, this certification will have huge economic impact on students 
attending universities who are out-of-state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Pond 
Professor and Department Head 

http://ansci.agsci.colostate.edu/


   

Phone: 765.427.4426 ● mpayn@causematters.com ● P.O. Box 92, Lebanon, IN 46052 
www.causematters.com ● @mpaynspeaker 

 
 
December 7, 2019  
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. As 
an author of three books and professional speaker serving agriculture for nearly 20 years, I firmly 
believe we need more qualified young people in animal agriculture. I am also a Holstein breeder, 
20-year 4-H leader, and mother of an FFA member who needs a more challenging education. 
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital 
to succeeding in the animal science industry. The focus on understanding different species, 
production systems, nutritional needs, breeding, diseases is important for young people to fully 
understand animal agriculture.  
 
Through working with a variety of agribusiness and farmers around the world, I have found that we 
need a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles in one 
of the largest industries in the world. Because we have fewer students from farms and ranches, 
this certification helps bring greater familiarity with the basics and shows which students have 
pursued a solid education.   
 
This certification is what the industry needs to ensure a consistent base of knowledge, that has 
been proven. An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification, issued by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are 
more qualified for employment in the animal science industry than an applicant without the 
certification. In addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers like me because it 
helps connect us to qualified candidates.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. I strongly recommend this certification.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michele Payn, Author 
Certified Speaking Professional 
Principal, Cause Matters Corp. 





 

 

November 26, 2019 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   

As the Executive Vice President of the Indiana Beef Cattle Association (IBCA), the importance 

of trained professionals available to move the beef industry into the future is of paramount 

importance.  Certification will allow employers the benefit of finding those who would be a good 

fit for their operations.   

 

Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills 

vital to succeeding in the animal science industry. This education gives a much-needed 

knowledge base for areas such as general animal science; animal breeding; animal health & 

wellness; animal nutrition and animal management practices when working with livestock daily. 

 

It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide 

variety of roles in one of the largest industries in the world. Beef cattle production is challenging 

work and requires those who have developed not only a passion for it, but the knowledge needed 

to succeed.     

 

This certification is what the industry is missing for those short of a degree in animal science.  

Certification will allow an invidivual to demonstrate their level of knowledge and prosper in the 

work environment. 

 

An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued 

by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for 

employment in the animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In 

addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers because it helps connect them to 

qualified candidates.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Executive Vice President 

Indiana Beef Cattle Association 
 

   



Indiana Dairy Producers 
Douglas F. Leman, Executive Director 

205 W. Gordon Street 
Francesville, IN  47946 
Phone (317) 695-8228 
www.IndianaDairy.org 

 November 26, 2019 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification on 

behalf of Indiana Dairy Producers, the dairy producer membership organization in Indiana 

representing nearly 70% of the dairy cows in the state through our membership.  With labor 

issues so difficult in our dairy industry, I believe those with these skills can become valuable 

employees to our producers, whether it be animal health, breeding, animal nutrition, or animal 

care. It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in the 

industry.  

Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills 

vital to succeeding in the animal science industry to add value to our labor force. An individual 

who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a nationally 

recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the 

animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, this certification 

is extremely valuable to our producers because it helps connect them to qualified candidates.   

Respectfully, 

Douglas Leman 

Executive Director 

Indiana Dairy Producers 

www.indianadairy.org 

http://www.indianadairy.org/




Home of the NJSA and Seedstock EDGE 
 

 
12/9/2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
The National Swine Registry is the pedigree livestock association for purebred Durocs, Hampshire, Landrace 
and Yorkshire swine breeds in the United States. The NSR represents 87 percent of the total purebred 
population of the U.S. The staff at the NSR serve the membership that includes showpig and commercial 
producers. We assist our membership in litter registration, performance pedigrees, breed promotion and 
marketing assistance. The NSR meets the memberships genetic needs in various different ways. The NSR 
also has the junior association known as the National Junior Swine Association. The NJSA is the largest 
youth livestock organization in the world with over 13,000 members. The NJSA provides a network for young 
swine enthusiast as well as offers competitive and leadership opportunities. The NSR and NJSA put on 
numerous swine shows across the United States allowing an outlet for all the swine breeders in the country 
to exhibit their livestock.  
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to 
succeeding in the animal science industry. This content provided though the certification program gives 
students vital information for them to be successful in the swine industry. The swine industry, more 
specifically, the commercial swine industry is facing an employee shortage. A certification such as this would 
give students the opportunity to learn these skills prior to graduating high school that would allow them to get 
a job in the swine industry immediately upon graduating. They would instantly be more qualified than other 
applicants solely based on the certification they have received. Areas that would be of major importance that 
they would now have knowledge on would be general animal science, animal breeding, animal health and 
wellness and general nutrition and management practices. These skills are all vital for the industry. 
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles 
in one of the largest industries in the world. This certification would help the vast need of skilled employers 
going to work in the swine industry. It would eliminate some of the challenges these commercial operations 
face when hiring and keeping their employees.  
 
This certification is what the industry is what this industry needs to help bridge the gap and get more 
students interested in this part of the agriculture industry. 
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a 
nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the 
animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, this certification is extremely 
valuable to employers in the swine industry because it would eliminate vast training of employees due to 
them already having a knowledge of the swine industry and its components.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
DeShea Wallace 
Creative Design Coordinator 
National Swine Registry 
 

     DUROC • HAMPSHIRE • LANDRACE • YORKSHIRE 

2639 Yeager Road • West Lafayette, IN 47906 
Phone: 765.463.3594 • Fax: 765.497.2959 



 

 

505 S Maple Street 
P.O. Box 128 
French Lick, Indiana 47432 

 
 
December 11, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
Since 1995, Orange County Economic Development Partnership has been acting out the mission 
to improve the quality of life of Orange County Citizens. In my role as the Executive Director, it 
is my duty to local businesses to improve the availability of a skilled workforce.  
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills 
vital to succeeding in the animal science industry. The best part of this certification is that it is 
based on industry-recognized standards.  
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide 
variety of roles in one of the largest industries in the world. In the case of attracting new 
business, this certification would should that Orange County has the talent pipeline necessary 
for the meat and food industries.  
 
This certification is what the animal science industry in Orange County needs to complete the 
talent pipeline. For example, one of the high schools in Orange County, Paoli Jr./Sr. High School 
has a farm-to-school program in which students raise pigs and grow vegetables which supply 
the cafeteria with pork and a salad bar. This certification would legitimize the skills learned in 
this program and give students the opportunity to stand out amongst others.  
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued 
by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for 
employment in the animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In 
addition, this certification is extremely valuable to economic developers like me because it 
helps us prove that our community has a sufficient talent pipeline for the animal sciences 
industries.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Executive Director,  
Orange County Economic Development Partnership 
 

 
 





 
 
 
December 10, 2019 
 

   
To Whom It May Concern:    
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 
 
Rose Acre Farms has been family owned and operated since the 1930s, producing shell eggs, 
specialty eggs and egg products. Today, Rose Acre Farms is the second-largest egg producer 
in the United States with 17 laying facilities in seven states and over 2,500 employees. 
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills 
vital to succeeding in the animal science industry. Knowledge of animal management practices, 
animal health and wellness, and animal health and nutrition is a key component of our business.   
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide 
variety of roles in one of the largest industries in the world. As a large egg producer, we are 
constantly searching for young professionals who are skilled in animal science practices to 
ensure we are caring for our laying hens to the best of our abilities. 
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued 
by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for 
employment in the animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. We are 
fully supportive of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification because it helps 
connect us to qualified candidates and continue to provide the highest quality of care for our 
laying hens. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Tony Wesner 
Chief Operating Officer 
Rose Acre Farms 



AFFILIATE NATIONAL CATTLEMEN’S BEEF ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 310 Elko, Nevada 89803-0310 • Phone: (775) 738-9214 • Fax: (775) 738-5208 • nca@nevadabeef.org 
 

July 5, 2022 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

On behalf of the Nevada Cattlemen’s Association (NCA), I am writing this letter in support of 
the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.  

The Nevada Cattlemen’s Association is a non-profit trade association established in 1935. The 
NCA provides a means for Nevada’s cattle industry to present a united front on issues that 
impact us all. Our mission is to promote a dynamic and profitable Nevada beef industry which 
represents the interests of its producers and consistently meets the consumer’s needs.  
 
Less than two percent of Americans are engaged in production agriculture. This two percent of 
the country’s population is vital to the food supply in our nation. With a limited pool of available 
workforce, it is imperative that the agriculture industry be able to choose individuals that are 
knowledgeable and skilled in the various tasks associated with production agriculture. Further, 
the alarming decline in family farm and ranches calls for more educational resources available to 
those who may want to enter into the industry without prior experience.  

Those who have earned the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification have demonstrated 
the possession of knowledge and skills vital to our industry which give them a leg up on other 
potential candidates or gives them a solid base to start their own agriculture science enterprise.  

In closing, the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification will open doors for students to 
learn about careers in the animal science industry and will provide them with the necessary skills 
to successfully pursue those careers. The expansion of a skilled workforce would be a benefit to 
the majority of our Association’s members and the economy of Nevada as a whole. 
Approximately seventy-four percent of all agriculture production sales in the State of Nevada 
originate from livestock production. It’s vitally important that we provide the next generation of 
ranchers and farmers with the tools and educational resources needed to be competitive in a 
dynamic industry.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Martin Paris 
Executive Director, Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 



 
 

August 16, 2022 

 

To Whom it May Concern,  

 

Nevada Farm Bureau is the largest agricultural organization in Nevada, representing farm and ranch 

families throughout the state. We are pleased to offer our endorsement for the Elanco Fundamentals of 

Animal Science Certification. 

As a statewide organization that’s mission is to be the voice of Nevada’s agriculture, we see the 

importance of this certification. At Nevada Farm Bureau Federation, we work to promote, preserve, 

protect, and resolve challenges in agriculture through advocacy, education, and leadership. This 

certification directly lines with our values seeing as it provides proper education in the animal science 

industry. With industry standards developed by Elanco, I can be sure that the Elanco Fundamentals of 

Animal Science Certification is relevant to the animal science industry.  

I believe this certification will provide individuals with the skills needed to enter the animal science 

industry with confidence and succeed. Earners of this certification will be much more qualified than 

those who do not hold this certification. I would absolutely consider an individual who holds the Elanco 

Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification for an interview or job with the Nevada Farm Bureau 

Federation. I know that earners are dedicated to their work, willing to step outside of their comfort 

zone, and overall well-rounded individuals. I look for this in all employees and feel confident that 

earners will have all of these skills.  

Agriculture is an extremely technical and wide-ranging industry. Those who have earned the Elanco 

Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification have demonstrated that they come to you with qualified 

expertise. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Doug Busselman 

Executive Vice President 



 

April 25, 2022 

 

To whom it may concern:  

 

My name is Brett Poling, and I am a proud member of the New Mexico agricultural community. Along 

with my family, I run a multi-generational farming and ranching operation. I grew up working alongside 

my father and siblings on our land and am now raising my own children to have the same passion for 

crop and livestock production.  

 

Agriculture is a highly technical, scientifically based industry despite stereotypes and misconceptions. 

Specifically related to livestock production, it can take year of hands-on application to build the 

knowledge and skills needed to care and manage cattle and horses. This is why I was excited to learn 

about the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.  

 

This certification is meaningful to me as an employer because it assures me the earner has verified 

knowledge of animal science. From general care and management to nutrition, health, and breeding 

concepts, this certification addresses the scope of the animal science industry that would take years for 

a novice to develop in the field. If an applicant were to have this certification listed on their resume, I 

would be more confident in their abilities and more likely to trust them with the care of our cattle and 

horses.  

 

As an employer and a father, I encourage the state of New Mexico to adopt the Elanco Fundamentals of 

Animal Science Certification so more young people can have access to quality educational experiences 

related to production agriculture. We must invest in the next generation of agriculturalists to endure a 

steady supply of safe, quality protein products for consumers. 

 

  



College of Agricultural, Consumer & Environmental Sciences 
Animal and Range Sciences, MSC 3-I 
New Mexico State University  
P.O. Box 30003 
Las Cruces, NM 88003-8003 
Tel: 575-646-2514, Fax: 575- 646-5441 

 
New Mexico Public Education Department 

300 Don Gaspar Ave 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

April 22, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Shanna Ivey, and I am the Department Head as well as a Professor of Animal Science 

at New Mexico State University. I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal 

Science Certification. I urge the New Mexico Public Education Department to approve the use of this 

Industry Certification in Secondary programs throughout the state of New Mexico. Many teachers and 

educators are already utilizing this Industry Certification, so approval would mean expanded access to 

those currently unable to offer this one-of-a-kind opportunity.  

The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification assesses an individual’s understanding of 

animal science and allows them to play a role in moving the industry forward. Those that go on to earn 

this certification have demonstrated ownership of the subject and have been affirmed in their 

knowledge and skill. This certification creates a foundational knowledge of the following: 

• Animal nutrition 

• Animal breeding 

• Management practices 

• Health and wellbeing 

• General animal science 

These are all skills that can further be enhanced through experience and exposure to the industry; 

however, it is important these skills be introduced in the classroom through this certification. In addition 

to the benefits this certification provides to the earner, it is also a huge advantage to the businesses and 

organizations within the industry. By an individual putting the time and effort into receiving this 

certification, it translates into less work in onboarding and training for the businesses and organizations 

they become a part of. 

An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification issued by an 

industry-leading organization; has proven they are more qualified for employment in the industry than 

an applicant without the certification. Our industry has much to gain by making this certification more 

widely available in New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

 

Shanna Ivey, PhD, Department Head and Professor, 

Department of Animal and Range Sciences, New Mexico State University 









G & M MILLING CO. 
4000 Taylorsville Highway 

Statesville, NC 28625 
 

 
August 31, 2022 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I am writing to voice support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification on behalf of G & M Milling Co. We are a family-owned feed milling 
company that has been operating in Statesville, North Carolina since 1957. We 
manufacture and sell livestock feed for all types of animals and sell forage seeds to give 
you a complete line of products for all your animal’s dietary needs.  
 
There are few, if any, certifications that help agriculture-based employers find skilled 
workers. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification benefits our industry 
by building a highly skilled and prepared workforce. The certification helps the earner 
gain the knowledge needed to be successful in the agriculture industry and helps us 
identify interested employees and those who are ready for work. 
 
Many people are unaware of our industry’s opportunities. This certification provides 
information and training in our field that hasn’t been offered in the past. The knowledge 
and training that individuals gain would provide them with an advancement 
opportunity in the animal science industry. We would strongly consider higher starting 
pay or immediate interviews/hiring for those who have earned this certification because 
the knowledge they will immediately bring to the job. This certification will help us 
attract and maintain a capable workforce, providing for time savings on training and 
increased productivity. 
 
We strongly urge your approval of this certification. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jeff McNeely 
President & Owner 
G & M Milling Co. 



 

May 11, 2022 

 

To Whom it May Concern,  

 

My name is Seanna Copeland and I am a Lab Director at Goldsboro Milling Company. Goldsboro is part 

of the Animal Food Manufacturing industry and I work to manage finishing feeds and grains for our 

farms across North Carolina. I am writing to extend my support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal 

Science Certification to be approved in the state of North Carolina.  

At Goldsboro Milling Company, we believe in power behind comprehensive certifications. Our operation 

sees tremendous value behind the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science certification. Creating a 

strong future of qualified agriculturists begin with primary and secondary school. Certifications are one 

of the best ways to go about ensuring that these individuals are qualified for positions as soon as 

possible. Additionally, Goldsboro Milling Company looks for employees that are industry certified. With 

the approval of the Elanco Fundamental of Animal Science certification, we can ensure that more 

industry certified individuals are entering jobs within the animal science industry. This certification will 

allow all businesses within the animal science industry to spend less time training new employees since 

the certification allows individual to prove their knowledge and understanding of basic concepts 

recognized within the animal science industry. Some of these concepts include terms and terminology, 

harvesting processes, digestive requirements and nutritional needs, breeding methods/ systems, 

common diseases, and production/ management systems.  

I strongly encourage the state of North Carolina to approve the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 

certification and thank you for your consideration in making this available in North Carolina. Goldsboro 

Milling Company is impacted daily by the skill level of our employees. The more knowledge and 

understanding of industry standards that they have, the better they will be able to conduct daily feed 

management practices and the strong our business and team will be.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Seanna Copeland 

Lab Director 

Goldsboro Milling Company 



                                                                       

 

 

 

 

July 5, 2022 

 

To Whom it May Concern,  

I am writing in full support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. My name is Jan 

Archer, and I am currently the Administrator for Producer Education and Outreach Programs for the 

North Carolina Pork Council. My husband and I also own a 1,200 sow farrow to wean farm in Wayne 

County with TDM Farms.  

I believe that individuals who earn this certification have proven their knowledge in the animal science 

industry and have developed a mastery of concepts vital to succeeding in the industry. Individuals who 

complete the certification have mastered industry standards related to fundamental animal nutrition, 

animal breeding, animal health and wellness, and basic animal systems. I believe that individuals who 

hold the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science certification are highly qualified for a job in the animal 

science industry in comparison to those who do not hold the certification.  

Additionally, this certification creates a direct pipeline of workers into the animal science industry. The 

individuals who are more qualified should be able to easily find job opportunities. This certification does 

not only benefit the holder, but also benefits business and organizations. One benefit to the businesses 

and organizations is that certification holders will require less training and preparation when entering a 

job in the animal science industry. Another benefit to businesses and organizations is that the 

certification will help them easily find and identify highly qualified candidates.  

I believe that it is important to have a way to prepare and expose young people into the animal science 

industry and prepare them for much needed positions in the industry. I urge the state of North Carolina 

to approve the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science certification as it will help to bridge that gap 

between education and the industry to supply us with a new and knowledgeable generation of industry 

leaders.  

Sincerely, 

 

Janet C Archer 

Producer Education and Outreach 

North Carolina Pork Council 
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.                                               Where Agriculture, Education, Research and Innovation Meet 

AIF & CIFT 

13737 Middleton Pike                

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402  
April 18, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 
   
I am Richard Bostdorff, Chairman of the Agriculture Incubator Foundation, an educational and research-
focused organization promoting the development, advancement and appreciation of agricultural systems that 
are economically, ecologically and socially sustainable.  As the chairman of the AIF, we are reaching out to 
individuals, entry-level specifically, providing hands-on skills that will help them pursue positions in the 
livestock field.  Individuals who earn this certification will have demonstrated possession of knowledge and 
skills vital to succeeding in the livestock and small animal care industry.  In the past 10 years, young people 
have limited backgrounds in livestock production, so it is difficult to encourage them to work in our industry 
without prior experience.  With this certification, new hires would be more career-ready than an individual 
without the certification.  It would provide an edge over someone who does not have this certification.  I feel 
that the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification is a good start for any person that is seeking to 
work in this industry.   
 
This certification is what the livestock industry needs so that entry-level individuals will have the science 
background to be successful. 
 
It is awesome to learn that there is another tool to help identify individuals who are career ready and want to 
make a mark in this rewarding industry.  Personally, I would have been excited to have earned the Elanco 
Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a nationally recognized, industry-leading company.  As 
an organization that works with young and old this certification will help fill the jobs in the livestock area, 
offering skills for them to increase their value and be more ready for employment, now is the time to adopt 
this certification to help fill the jobs in the animal  industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Richard Bostdorff 
AIF Chairman 
 





Erf Farms 
 
12/11/19 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The following letter is to show support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
Erf Family Farms Inc. is a cattle feedlot operation located just outside the rural town of Bellevue, Ohio. Our 
cattle operation consists of around 900 head of Holstein steers raised for the beef market. Calves are bought 
at just a week of age and are fattened up until they reach their desired target weight of 1,500 pounds. The 
operation also consists of around 600 acres of farmland where we grow corn, soybeans, and other forages 
used to feed the cattle herd. Our program has always been a big proponent of working cattle with ease while 
trying to minimize stress events. Seeing that our cattle are graded on the rail for quality and yield grades, 
animal welfare always sits at the top of our priority ladder. 
 
My family and our operation are in full support of this certification. In fact, it is almost needing to be a 
requirement in this age of advanced technology and social media. It is very easy for our words and intentions 
to get mis trued all by the click of a button. By proving that our employees working in the livestock sector are 
well informed and knowledgeable about the product they are raising, we can ensure the consumer that their 
product is always safe and wholesome. Individuals and or employees who earn this animal science 
certification play a vital part in the livestock industry.   
 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification is a good addition to the various trainings that are 
offered in the livestock industry. This certificate sticks out to me as being one of the best all around tools to 
have. Sure, you can get training in Beef Quality Insurance which teaches you proper handling procedures 
when raising beef cattle. However, this Animal Science certificate is not species specific and can be used by all 
animal producers and any employee who deals with products related to animals. This certification also dives 
deeper into topics such as husbandry, nutrition, and reproduction. Having a broad understanding of these 
topics is essential in relating to the general public on hot button issues.  
 
Potential or current employees that receive the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, have 
proven they are more qualified for employment in the animal science industry than individuals without the 
certification. Elanco is a very reputable company within the livestock industry. They are known for producing 
high quality products that save the producer time and money. We should think of the individuals that have 
received this certification as the same. By being able to connect with these candidates, livestock producers can 
become more profitable while using less resources and saving time.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Nick Erf 
Nick Erf 
Assistant Herd Manager 
Erf Family Farms Inc.  





 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
My name is Adam Wixtead and I have worked in the agriculture sector for the past 10 years after graduating 
from The Ohio State University with a bachelor’s degree in Animal Science. I am currently employed at Hord 
Family Farms as the Director of Logistics and have served in this role for the past 8 years.  We employ 200 
individuals at Hord Family Farms, and work with over 150 contract family farms across the states of Ohio and 
Pennsylvania.   
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to 
succeeding in the animal science industry.  Students having graduated with specialized knowledge and 
obtained skillsets from this certification would be very desirable within our industry.  Students that have 
learned general background skills in animal husbandry, nutrition and genetics would make excellent future 
employees. 
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles 
in one of the largest industries in the world. With less than 2% of the population being involved in the 
agriculture sector, this makes it very difficult to find and keep qualified employees.  Students with this 
certification and training would have an initial background and understanding of the agriculture sector, 
increasing job retention rates within the industry.  
 
This certification is what the industry needs for great, entry level employees.  This certification would give 
them the background and basis for many important principles within our field.   
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a nationally 
recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the animal 
science industry than an applicant without the certification. We work closely with Elanco Animal Health at 
Hord Family Farms, and strongly urge your consideration to see the value this program could provide students 
at Tri-Rivers for future work force development.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Director of Logisitics 
Hord Family Farms 

 



 

11/27/19 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 

 
JT Moreland Farms LLC is operated by Josh and Tiffany Moreland just outside the small rural village 
of Camden, Ohio. Since the beginning in 2003. We are a Cow Calf Operation in Southwestern Ohio. 
Our program is driven on the idea of the cattle working for us, not us for them. We are a 
commercially committed operation focusing on calving ease, fertility, udder and hoof quality, and 
high quality carcass cattle. 

 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital 
to succeeding in the animal science industry. We are especially interested in the Animal 
Management Practices that are shown through this certification. Our operation needs employees 
who can demonstrate a knowledge and understanding for Animal Breeding, Nutrition and Health/ 
Wellness, which are all integral pieces of this certification. 

 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide 
variety of roles in one of the largest industries in the world. In our area it can be extremely 
difficult to identify potential employees who are ready to help us succeed with our business. The 
Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification would be a impactful piece of an applicant’s 
resume, that we could use to identify top talent to bring into our operation. 

 
This certification something our industry has been missing for a long time. In our opinion this 
certification would be an extremely powerful asset for our rural employee populations. 

 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a 
nationally recognized, industry-leading company, has proven they are more qualified for 
employment in the animal science industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, 
this certification is extremely valuable to employers like me because it helps connect us to 
qualified candidates. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Josh Moreland 
Owner 
JT Moreland Farms, L.L.C. 
Camden, Ohio 



December 5, 2019 

To Whom it May Concern: 
Today, I write this letter in support of the opportunity to supply a Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification to high school students, This program stands to be beneficial for both the students who 
choose to enroll and agricultural employers searching for skilled young people in the state of Ohio, 
ST Genetics is a worldwide leader in livestock reproductive services, especially utilizing gender-sorted 
semen and genomic testing, among other progressive practices, 
As a young professional in the livestock sector of agriculture, I have had opportunities to complete 
internships on several large-scale farms, mainly in the dairy and swine sectors, Since graduation, I have 
worked in a sales and support role with ST Genetics here in Ohio, where I work with dairy herds of all 
sizes and management styles to help move them forward utilizing progressive genetics and working to 
make their business more profitable, The largest expense on the majority of farms is labor force, yet it is 
also arguably the most worthwhile expense, as an outstanding employee can help propel your operation. 
"Good help is so hard to find" is a broken record among the owners I communicate with, and a skilled 
employee that goes above and beyond ls held in high regard, 
The Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification program creates a fantastic opportunity for students 
with an interest in animal agriculture to gain experience, network with future employers, and make 
themselves more marketable in the job market in the long run. This type of program could open doors as 
a student plans to go to a university and continue into the field or help them stand out amongst other 
applicants if they choose to bypass college and head directly into the workforce, A person holding the 
experience and accreditation from this program would be an enticing hire for a company like ST Genetics, 
but would be just as great of an opportunity for any livestock producers in the state of Ohio and across the 
country, For these reasons, and countless others, I am very supportive of the Ohio Department of 
Education adding a Fundamentals of Animal Science certification to their curriculum for students, Thank 
you, 

Si,re22L-. ?=--
Candace Lease 
Reproductive and Genetic Advisor 









 

 
December 9, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.   
 
Vonderhaar Farms Inc. is a diverse agricultural production corporation. The bulk of our business is in corn/soybean 
production. We also have production herds of cross‐bred angus and full‐bred Hereford cattle as well as a flock of 
yearling ewe crossbred sheep. We are a commercially committed operation focusing on calving ease, fertility and meat 
production within our livestock herds. 
 
Individuals who earn this certification have demonstrated possession of knowledge and skills vital to succeeding in the 
animal science industry. We are especially interested in the Animal Management Practices that are shown through this 
certification. Our operation needs employees who can demonstrate a knowledge and understanding for Animal 
Breeding, Nutrition and Health/Wellness, which are all integral pieces of this certification.  
 
It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in a wide variety of roles in one of 
the largest industries in the world. In our area it can be extremely difficult to identify potential employees who are ready 
to help us succeed with our business. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification would be an impactful 
piece of an applicant’s resume, that we could use to identify top talent to bring into our operation.   
 
This certification something our industry has been missing for a long time. In our opinion this certification would be an 
extremely powerful asset for our rural employee populations. 
 
As a company that is dedicated to the advancement of our community, this certification is just what we have been 
waiting to see in Preble County! 
 
An individual who has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, issued by a nationally 
recognized, industry‐leading company, has proven they are more qualified for employment in the animal science 
industry than an applicant without the certification. In addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers like 
me because it helps connect us to qualified candidates.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rachael Vonderhaar  
Controller 
Vonderhaar Farms Inc. 
4636 State Route 725 W 
Camden, OH  45311‐9610 





                                       CITY OF WALL 
                    501 MAIN STREET • PO BOX 314 

         WALL, SOUTH DAKOTA 57790-0314 

                    (605) 279-2663 •FAX (605) 279-2067  

                                              WALLCITY@GWTC.NET 

             WWW.WALLSD.US 
 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter of support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 

 

Wall, South Dakota is home to the famous Wall Drug Store and a gateway to Badlands National 

Park. While we may be best know for the approximately million visitors passing through 

annually, we also have a robust agriculture industry that is the second pillar to our local 

economy. 

 

Registered and Commercial livestock breeders dot the landscape throughout the rural area 

surrounding our small community adding a diversity that helps sustain our local economy. When 

Covid hit and our tourism dollars dissipated, it was the ag producers who kept that economy 

treading water. Through marketing campaigns such as local beef, beef to school, etc. The desire 

for locally grown beef, pork and lamb has grown significantly. 

 

With the increased demand, especially locally, for product, it is imperative that we do our part in 

providing the resources to our ag community that allows them to be more efficient while 

producing more on the same land they currently operate. By supporting certification programs 

such as the Fundamentals of Animal Science, producers can better understand the conditions 

animals are subjected to, genetic data sharing, how to keep their herds healthy and productive, 

what to feed and how to gain efficiencies in that feed.  

 

One final aspect to this certification program that excites me as a Mayor is that this provides a 

pathway for young people to return to our rural communities and bring with them knowledge 

that not only benefits ag operations, but also the communities that serve them. They marry, raise 

families, become active in community organizations and help sustain a way of life that many do 

not get to experience.  

 

Sincerely, 

Marty Huether 
Marty Huether 

Mayor, City of Wall, SD 57790 

605-685-3021 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Eisenbraun, Inc.  

21362 Creighton Rd.  

Creighton, SD, 57790  

605.391.3388 

 

09/25/2021 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  
 

I am Kaden Eisenbraun and I am representing the general stance of my family’s farm and ranch in this 

letter. Eisenbraun, Inc. is a multi-generational farm and ranch located in North Creighton, South Dakota. 

We specialize is registered Angus and commercial Angus/Simmental crosses as a cow-calf operation, as 

well as produce dryland crops including wheat, hay, millet, safflower, and alfalfa. I am a fourth-

generation stakeholder and partner on the operation, who oversees cattle and hay production 

operations. We operate on 20,000 acres and are considered a ‘large-farm’ by both economic and 

physical standards. We currently employ 7 individuals on our team, and with upcoming expansions, we 

are looking to increase this number to 8 full-time employees.  

At Eisenbraun, Inc., we believe in the power behind comprehensive certifications. Our operations 

specifically sees tremendous value behind the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science certification. We 

believe that creating a strong future of qualified agriculturalists begins with primary and secondary 

schooling. Our operation works closely with the local FFA and 4H chapters, and we would love to see 

this certification enacted. Elanco has strong value and tremendous insight in their development and 

articulation with schools. With this certification, it will require less time for us to spend training our 

employees on many of the basic concepts that are expected to be known, and the work that our 

employees put in will benefit the farm and ranch. Comparing an individual with this to an individual 

without, all other aspects being the same, the certified candidate would win every single time. This 

would be a great asset to our operations when hiring new employees, and existing employees may even 

be able to gain some knowledge and understanding from them as well.  

Eisenbraun, Inc., requests approval from the state for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 

certification because we acknowledge the depth that this can develop students to for the agriculture 

industry. Our operation and the industry within South Dakota as a whole will be able to benefit from 

higher skilled and knowledgeable employees, as well as increase productivity. Please heavily consider 

adopting this certification for use. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kaden Eisenbraun 

Operations Manager 
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May 3, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification. 

 

The Extraco Event Center is a multi-use facility that hosts year-round events 
and entertainment as well as the 10-day Heart O' Texas Fair & Rodeo. Our 
front office, professional staff consists of 15 full time employees that are 
responsible for the  day to day business activities and coordination of all 
events. Our company has served Central Texas for over 50 years. I serve as the 
Vice President - Fair Division and responsible for overseeing the Fair & 
Rodeo, Outdoor Expo, volunteers, and the Pre- Sale Program as well serve the 
senior level management team. I coordinate full time employees, temporary 
employees, and all volunteer efforts. 

Those who earn this certification have demonstrated that they have a mastery 
of concepts vital to succeeding in this industry, including: 

• analyze the growth and development of the livestock industry as a 
global economy 

• determine the important role animals play in everyday life 
• understand common management practices for various species, 

including housing, reproduction, nutrition and health management 
• explain the harvesting process of various livestock species and 

explore federal and state meat inspection Standards 
 

It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future 
positions in the industry. Those that have earned the Elanco Fundamentals of 
Animal Science Certification that was created by a nationally recognized 
association such as Elanco has proven that they are more qualified for 
employment in the animal science industry than a candidate without the 
certification and is more likely to be employed. In addition, this certification is 
extremely valuable to employers as it helps connects us to qualified candidates 
and should be offered at all schools with courses in animal science. 

 

 

 

Dustin Coufal 

Vice President, Fair Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 





 

 

 

May 10, 2018  

To Whom It May Concern:  

I am writing this letter in support of the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification endorsed by 

Elanco.   Morales Feed and Supply is family owned business of 30 plus years with three different 

locations in Devine, Lytle, and Leakey TX.  As a Feed Specials it is very important to have highly qualified 

associates representing our store who have a basic knowledge of animals and animal husbandry.   We 

typically have 5‐6 employees at each location during business hours.  Morales also works with the local 

high schools through their Ag Departments and CATE departments to employ students through the work 

programs.  Students who earn this certification have demonstrated that they have a mastery of 

concepts vital to succeeding in this industry, inclcluding:  

• analyze the growth and development of the livestock industry as a global economy  

 •     determine the important role animals play in everyday life  

• communicate common terminology associated with cattle, sheep, goats, swine and poultry 

 •     understand the basic nutritional needs and digestive requirements for ruminant and non‐ruminant 

animals  

• analyze the aspects of a successful breeding program, including choosing and weighing traits, 

determining measurements and selecting parents 

• explore the processes of reproductive technologies, including artificial insemination, embryo 

transfer and cloning  

• identify symptoms of common animal diseases and parasites and understand treatment and 

prevention measures for each  

• demonstrate various forms of animal identification and explain which forms are most commonly 

used for livestock species  

• understand common management practices for various species, including housing, reproduction, 

nutrition and health management  

• explain the harvesting process of various livestock species and explore federal and state meat 

inspection standards   

It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in the industry.  A 

student that has earned the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification that is endorsed by a 

nationally recognized association such as Elanco has proven that they are more qualified for 

employment in the animal science industry than a candidate without the certification and is more likely 



to be employed.  In addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers as it helps connects us 

to qualified candidates and should be offered at all schools with courses in animal science.   Being as our 

stores make their living off of supplying customers with the necessities for all aspects of livestock 

production, it is crucial that all of our employees know about animal husbandry.  

Sincerely  

Jason C. Fleming 

Livestock and Wildlife Feed Specialist 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Teepee Cattle LLC

PO Box 282

Silverton, TX 79257

May 15,2018

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. I

graduated from Texas Tech University with a Bachelor's of Science in Animal Science and

jumped straight back into the beef industry. I grew up on our family ranch and knew I wanted to

remain in the industry but needed the proper training before trying establish my own herd of

cattle. Out of college I worked for eight years in the beef industry and became the Assistant

Manager on the Bell Ranch located in Northeastern New Mexico. After learning the

fundamentals of ranch management, my family and I moved back to Silverton, Texas to start our

own Cow/Calf operation.

Being active in the beef industry, I believe students who earn this certification have

demonstrated they have a mastery of concepts vital to succeeding in this industry. The student's

ability to:

• Analyze the growth and development of the livestock industry as a global economy.

• Analyze the aspects of a successful breeding program, including choosing and weighing

traits, determining measurements and selecting parents.

• Identify symptoms of common animal diseases and parasites, and understand treatment

and prevention measures for each.

• Understand common management practices for various species, including housing,

reproduction, nutrition and health management.

As a rancher, I am exposed to multiple of these concepts every day and knowledge of these

concepts is vital to a successful operation. A student that has earned the Elanco Fundamentals of

Animal Science Certification would be more prepared and employable and valuable to my

operation than one who doesn't have this training or expertise.

Sincerely,

lfR-~
ZackBurson

Manager/Owner

Teepee Cattle LLC

I1--



 

Department of Animal and Food Sciences 

 
May 14, 2018 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. I am 

currently a Professor and the Gordon W. Davis Regent’s Chair in Meat Science and Muscle Biology in 
the Department of Animal and Food Sciences at Texas Tech University. I have been involved in 

undergraduate education in the Animal Science field for over 25 years. Some of my observations over 

this time are that students entering the Animal Science field at the University level have less and less 
exposure to the field of Animal Sciences due to changes in demographics and background. A program 

such as, Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification, will allow individuals the necessary 

exposure in this important field. This increased knowledge in the field of Animal Sciences will 

increase their chance of success in the University community. 

 
Those who earn this certification have demonstrated that they have a mastery of concepts vital to 

succeeding in this industry, including: 

• Analyze the growth and development of the livestock industry as a global economy. 

• Understand the basic nutritional needs and digestive requirements for ruminant and non- 

ruminant animals. 

• Understand the harvesting process of various livestock species, and explore federal and state 

meat inspection standards. 

 

Exposure to these items at the will increase the chance for success in courses taught at the University 

level. This certification appears to be very comprehensive and well organized. 

 

Elanco Animal Health is a well-recognized, global leader in the Animal Pharmaceutical industry. 
Elanco Animal Health continues to be a leader in the animal protein sustainability front to ensure food 

supply for the increasing population. Their involvement in this project speaks volumes to the necessity 

of this certification to increase the number of students entering the Animal Science field. 

 

In closing, the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification program will fill a need in 

increasing the exposure of the Animal Science field to individuals. Feel free to contact me at 

bradley.johnson@ttu.edu if you have any follow up questions. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Bradley J. Johnson, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Gordon W. Davis Regent’s Chair in Meat Science and Muscle Biology 
 

Box 42141 Lubbock, Texas 79409-2141 T 806.742.2805 F 806.742.0898 

mailto:bradley.johnson@ttu.edu


 
 

 

May 14, 2018 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification . I am the head of the Animal and Food Science Department at Texas Tech 
University. I oversee 27 faculty members leading the nation’s research in animal science, 
along with almost 700 undergraduate students and 80 graduate students who are 
preparing to be leaders in the animal science industry. 

 
Those who earn the Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification will have demonstrated 
that they have a mastery of concepts vital in this industry, including: the growth and 
development of the livestock industry, the processes of reproductive technologies, the 
aspects of a successful breeding program, and the harvesting process of various livestock 
species. 

 

In addition to showing individuals have gained knowledge necessary for productive careers in 
the animal science field, obtaining this certification in high school allows students to establish 
patterns of seeking out opportunities to expand their knowledge and further their career 
opportunities. The most successful members of the workforce are those who will seek out 
ways to improve their performance and be willing to go above and beyond expectations. The 
Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification lays a foundation of knowledge onto 
which individuals can add degrees, work experience, specializations and even further industry 
certifications to form a well-rounded resumé that stands out in the animal science field. 

 
This certification is quite valuable to individuals and should be offered in conjunction 
with animal science courses. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Michael Orth 
Chair and Professor 
Department of Animal and Food Sciences 
Box 42141 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2141 
Phone: (806) 834-5653 
Email: michael.orth@ttu.edu 

 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

mailto:michael.orth@ttu.edu


 
 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 
I am writing in support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification.  

 

As a professor of animal science at WTAMU, a university that is dedicated to preparing students 

for success in the marketplace after graduation, I see great value in  this certification. Those who 

earn the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification have proven they possess 

foundational knowledge and skills related to key concepts in animal science, including animal 

breeding, health and wellness, nutrition and management practices. The skills acquired will 

benefit the students by providing them with experiences that prepare them for the workplace; and 

the program will also benefit Texas and American agriculture by providing the industry with 

knowledgeable individuals who are capable and ready to work. Not only will this certification 

benefit students and job seekers, it will offer value to the Texas and American agriculture 

industries by creating a supply of quality employees. It is of vital importance that there are 

educated young people in the animal industry to ensure a secure future in agriculture. Now more 

than ever, is it important we have a pipeline of knowledgeable, skilled and dedicated employees 

in the livestock and agricultural industries.  

 

It is my hope that this letter will assist in the acceptance of the Elanco Fundamentals of 

Animal Science Certification program to strengthen the livestock and agricultural industries. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

David Lust, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Agriculture 
Department of Agricultural Sciences 
West Texas A&M University 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 651-2551 office 
dlust@wtamu.edu 

mailto:dlust@wtamu.edu


 
 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am very pleased to write in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 

Certification. While serving as a Professor in Animal Science for over 30 years, 25 of 

which have been at West Texas A&M University, I recognize the tremendous value of 

educational tools, such as industry certifications, that allows individuals to verify their 

unique set of knowledge and skills.  

 

Within the animal science industry, we see a need for more individuals who possess the 

proper balance of knowledge and skills, paired with a passion and dedicated for the 

industry, to pursue careers within our field. Due to the lack of certification opportunities 

within our discipline, it can be challenging to identify qualified candidates; however, the 

Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification acts as a signal to employers and 

other interested parties, guaranteeing the applicant has a skill and knowledge base verified 

by an industry leader.  

 

Not only is the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification valuable to 

employers, it is also valuable to me as a professor. In my position at WTAMU, I oversee 

the scholarship committee for the Department of Agricultural Science. As a committee, we 

often struggle to identify which students are most passionate about their chosen field of 

study and which students are dedicated to achieving both educational and career success. 

If I were to see this certification on a student’s resume, I would be confident they possess 

the necessary characteristics and abilities to succeed in the animal science industry.  

 

Please consider including the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification to your 

list of approved certifications. By encouraging more individuals to earn this certification, 

the animal science industry will have access to high quality, well trained employees who 

possess the proper amount of knowledge, skills, and passion needed to succeed in our 

industry.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
John L. Pipkin, Ph.D. 

Director, Equine Industry Program 

Regents Professor 
 

 



University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Muscle Biology Laboratory     College of Agricultural and Life Sciences 

1805 Linden Drive, West      Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences 

Madison, Wisconsin 53706-1181  USA 

Tel:  608-712-1447 

 

14 February 2020 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

I worked for the University of Wisconsin – Madison, Animal Sciences Department for nearly 36 

years. My roles while with the UW included teaching a broad scope of Animal Science including 

meat animal growth and development, meat animal production, livestock and meat selection and 

evaluation, meat science and food safety. I was further engaged in an element of extension 

activity as well as student advising. Students completing the rigorous program at UW Madison 

often continue pursuit of professional training in graduate programs ranging from various animal 

science disciplines through medical or animal medical areas, or they often go directly into the 

work force engaged in various production capacities, the meat industry or into the wide array of 

allied agricultural industries. 

 

I write today in support of approval of the Elanco: Fundamentals of Animal Science 

Certification. The state of Wisconsin is and will continue to be dependent on the agricultural 

sector. This certification offers prospective employers that individuals meeting the rigorous 

standards required have the training and knowledge needed to be contributing employees. Elanco 

is driven by their vision of food and companionship enriching life – all to advance the health of 

animals, people and the planet. Along with the products and knowledge services they provide, 

Elanco recognizes they are an industry leader and want to provide this resource for the 

advancement of current and future industry members. 

 

I truly believe that individuals with this certification would both gain from the preparation of, 

and attaining of, the certification. The agriculture sector in Wisconsin is in desperate need of 

more employees with a solid knowledge base on which to build. Having this certification would 

have the added benefit of allowing employees upward mobility and competitive options in their 

career paths.  

 

It is my position that the agricultural industry has much to gain by having this certification 

available. Assurance to prospective employers that applicants, or even existing employees, have 

the opportunity to complete the training necessary to attain this certification would be reassuring.  

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
R.L. Russell, Sr. Lecturer - retired 

Department of Animal Science 

Univ. of Wisconsin - Madison 

 
 

University of Wisconsin-Madison provides equal opportunities in admission and employment. 







 

 
632 Grand Canyon Drive           800.728.BEEF (2333) PHONE 
Madison, WI  53719                 608.833.4725 FAX                                       www.beeftips.com  

February 12, 2020 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science certification. 

 

My name is Brooke Roberts, and I serve as the Director of Communication and Outreach for the Wisconsin 

Beef Council. Our organization is funded by the $1.00 per head assessment on all cattle sold in the state of 

Wisconsin per the Federal Beef Promotion and Research Act & Order. The purpose of the Council is to fund 

beef promotion, research and consumer education activities supporting Wisconsin’s $2.1 billion beef industry.  
 

This certification provides individuals the opportunity to showcase a holistic understanding of the animal 

science industry, ranging from vocabulary and regulations to anatomy and nutrition. Having this foundational 

knowledge of the industry is incredibly valuable no matter what facet of animal production the holder of the 

certification decides to pursue. 

 

In addition to the value this certification provides to the individual, it is also incredibly beneficial to local 

businesses and organizations in the industry. Seeing this certification on a resumé shows that a candidate has a 

proven passion for animal production, and has put forth time and energy to acquire essential knowledge and 

skills relevant to the industry. This effort translates into individuals that are familiar with the terminology and 

procedures associated with animal production, and will require significantly less training and preparation. 

 

This certification is an exciting resource for the agriculture industry, and we are eager to see more individuals 

take advantage of this opportunity to proof their grasp on animal production. We want to see the Elanco 

Fundamentals of Animal Science certification offered in Wisconsin because it will foster a new group of 

industry leaders.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brooke Roberts 

Director of Communication and Outreach 

Wisconsin Beef Council 



Freedom Ag & Energy 

1862 Maryland Highway 

Mountain Lake Park, MD 21550 

(301) 334-3121 

 

9/25/2024 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

My name is Suenette Pomeroy, and I am the Oakland Store Manager for Freedom Ag & 

Energy, a farmer-owned cooperative that operates across Maryland, Virginia, and West 

Virginia. This letter is written in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 

Certification. 

 

Freedom Ag & Energy was founded in 2022 when seven locations across three states 

decided to merge, equipping us to better serve the rich tradition of agriculture and 

energy across this area. In addition to our traditional ag business, we offer products and 

services for home & garden, pet supplies, animal health, outdoor recreation, and more.  

 

Knowledge and customer service are our top two priorities when hiring new employees. 

The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification validates competency in a 

variety of animal-related fields. This is extremely beneficial to employers like me when 

we can automatically elevate the level of customer service we’re able to provide by 

offering help from well-trained staff.  

 

Customer service and satisfaction are at the core of everything we do. Our customers 

are greeted by knowledgeable staff who direct them to products they can trust and 

depend on. Individuals equipped with the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 

Certification would be the ideal job candidate for us at Freedom Ag & Energy. We look 

forward to hiring our first certified individual and know they will excel because of the 

value they bring to the table by possessing the Elanco Certification. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Suenette Pomeroy 

Oakland Branch Store Manager 



 

 

University of Maryland Extension   
Garrett County  
1916 Maryland Highway Suite A  
Mt. Lake Park, MD 21550 
TEL 301-334-6960 
FAX 301-334-6962 
www.extension.umd.edu/garrett-county 
  
 

The University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all and will not discriminate against anyone because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, or natural origin, marital status, genetic information, political affiliation, or gender identity and expression. 

 

 

 
October 17, 2024 
 
 
Dear Maryland State Department of Education, 
 
I am writing to request the approval of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification in the State of Maryland. As the Western Maryland Area Extension Director 
for the University of Maryland Extension in the College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, I recognize the critical need for employees equipped with essential skills in 
animal science, and this certification produces that. 
 
The basic knowledge of animal science that the Elanco Certification provides is vital, not 
only for students pursuing further education in agriculture, but for anyone involved in 
animal husbandry and related fields. With the increasing complexity of animal 
agriculture, the knowledge gained from this certification will empower participants to 
make informed decisions that enhance animal welfare and production efficiency. 
 
The Elanco Certification aligns well with our mission at University of Maryland 
Extension. By providing easier access to this certification, Maryland can foster a new 
generation of skilled professionals who are prepared to meet the demands of the animal 
agriculture industry. Furthermore, the program’s emphasis on evidence-based practices 
and innovative approaches directly supports our objectives to improve livestock 
performance and sustainability. 
 
I encourage you to consider the significant benefits that the Elanco Fundamentals of 
Animal Science Certification will bring to our state and its employees. It will not only 
enhance the skill set of future agricultural leaders but also contribute to the overall 
advancement of the animal science sector in Maryland. It would enhance our pool of 
qualified candidates for future agriculture-related faculty and staff positions.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Jennifer Bentlejewski 
Area Extension Director 
Garrett, Allegany & Washington Counties 
 
 
 

http://extension.umd.edu/garrett-county








To Whom It May Concern,

As a cattle producer at Sweeney Cattle Company, I understand how critical it is
to have a strong pipeline of skilled professionals entering the animal
agriculture industry. Whether it’s veterinarians, livestock nutritionists,
geneticists, or large-animal specialists, we rely on individuals who not only
have a passion for working with animals but also a solid foundation in animal
science. That’s why I fully support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science
Certification and the opportunities it provides to students.

Raising and caring for livestock requires both practical experience and
technical knowledge. From herd health management to nutrition, genetics, and
animal welfare, these skills are essential for ensuring the success of the
agricultural industry. By earning this certification, students gain a critical
understanding of the fundamentals that will set them apart as they pursue
careers in veterinary medicine, animal research, livestock management, and
beyond.

The need for qualified professionals in animal agriculture continues to grow.
Veterinarians specializing in large-animal care are in high demand, as are
specialists in reproduction, disease prevention, and sustainability. This
certification helps prepare students by giving them the essential knowledge
they need to excel in these fields, making them more competitive in college
applications, internships, and eventually, the workforce.

As a producer, I know firsthand how valuable it is to have knowledgeable
individuals working in the industry. A well-trained workforce benefits not just
farmers and ranchers but also consumers who depend on a safe, sustainable
food supply. I fully support initiatives like this certification that help develop the
next generation of agricultural professionals, and I encourage others to do the
same.

Sincerely,

Allison Sweeney
Sweeney Cattle Company



Brian Sikes 
Board Chair and CEO 

Cargill Corporate Office  Tel +1 952-742-0595 
15407 McGinty Road West brian_sikes@cargill.com 
Wayzata, MN  55391 

March 13, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Cargill is one of North America's largest agricultural and food production companies, committed to 
nourishing the world in a safe, responsible, and sustainable way. A key component of this mission is 
supporting a skilled workforce with expertise in animal science, livestock management, and sustainable 
agricultural practices. That is why we strongly support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certi�ication. This certi�ication equips individuals with essential knowledge in animal nutrition, health, 
reproduction, and welfare, preparing them for careers in animal agriculture, veterinary science, and food 
production. 

At Cargill, we recognize the critical role that animal science plays in ensuring a safe and sustainable food 
supply. Proper livestock care and management directly impact food quality, production ef�iciency, and 
environmental sustainability. The skills validated by the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certi�ication align with our commitment to responsible animal agriculture by promoting best practices in 
health, nutrition, and welfare. Certi�ied individuals gain expertise that contributes to improved industry 
standards and strengthens the future of animal agriculture. 

We recognize the value that certi�ied individuals bring to the workforce and are committed to supporting 
this certi�ication’s impact. In fact, I am willing to offer interviews to certi�ied candidates, acknowledging 
their specialized training and knowledge in animal science and livestock management. 

In conclusion, Cargill fully supports the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certi�ication as a vital 
tool for workforce development. By equipping professionals with the knowledge and skills necessary to 
advance modern animal agriculture, this certi�ication strengthens the industry and supports a more 
sustainable, ef�icient, and responsible food system. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Sikes 
Chief Executive Of�icer 
Cargill 



March 21, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

At Caviness Beef Packers, a family-owned business with over 60 years of experience in the beef 
industry, we value employees who understand the scientific principles behind proper animal 
handling and meat production. For this reason, we fully support the approval of the Elanco 
Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 

Our commitment to quality, innovation, and sustainability aligns perfectly with the industry 
standards this certification promotes. The focus on animal health, nutrition, and management 
systems provides individuals with essential knowledge that directly applies to our operations 
across harvesting, fabrication, and further processing. 

We seek employees who demonstrate a strong technical foundation and dedication to our field. 
Those who earn this certification clearly exhibit these qualities that we value in our team 
members. 

As our industry continues to evolve, the need for well-trained professionals grows. This 
certification represents an important step in preparing the next generation of meat industry 
professionals who will help us maintain our commitment to quality, safety, and responsible 
production. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Caviness  
CEO  
Caviness Beef Packers 



 

 OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
 

Agriculture and Life Sciences Building 
600 John Kimbrough Boulevard 

2142 TAMU 
College Station, TX 77843-2142 

 
Tel. 979.845.8486  |  Fax. 979.458.4765 

AgriLifeResearch.tamu.edu 

March 24, 2025 
 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As the Institute Director at the Texas A&M University AgriLife Institute for Equine Sciences, I am pleased 
to extend my wholehearted support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. In the 
world of animal science, there’s no substitute for real knowledge and practical experience, and this 
certification offers both. 
 
In this industry, employers are looking for individuals who know their way around animal care, nutrition, 
and management, and who understand the importance of these tasks to the success of any operation. The 
Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides a solid foundation in these areas, offering 
individuals the skills and knowledge they need to step into the field with confidence and capability. It’s not 
just a certification, it’s a testament to the individual’s training and expertise, one that carries weight with 
employers who recognize the value of a well-trained workforce. 
 
I’ve seen firsthand how important it is for individuals in this line of work to be well-prepared. Whether 
you’re managing a ranch, working in agribusiness, or helping run a farm, the knowledge that comes with this 
certification is invaluable. It ensures that the people entering the workforce are well-equipped to meet the 
growing demands of the industry. 
 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification is more than just a credential; it’s a tool that helps 
build a workforce that’s ready to meet the challenges of the day, both on the ground and in the boardroom. 
For anyone looking to make their mark in animal science, this certification offers the kind of recognition that 
employers know they can trust. 
 
I fully support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification and its role in helping professionals 
get their foot in the door and succeed in this essential industry. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Craig Huffhines 
Institute Director 
Texas A&M University AgriLife Institute for Equine Sciences 

 





 

 

March 25, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to advocate for the approval of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification in Texas. As a recent veterinary graduate from Texas A&M University and a 
practicing associate veterinarian at Country Hills Veterinary Clinic in Bulverde, I have seen 
firsthand the importance of a strong foundation in animal science. Continuous learning is 
essential to providing exceptional veterinary care, and this certification offers a valuable 
opportunity for professionals to expand their knowledge, refine their skills, and elevate the 
standard of animal healthcare. 
 
This certification reinforces the fundamental principles of animal science while emphasizing 
real-world application—both of which are crucial in modern veterinary medicine. Approving it 
would be an investment in the future of veterinary professionals who are dedicated to 
advancing animal health and welfare. It would also help clinics like mine recruit and retain top-
tier talent—individuals committed to lifelong learning and delivering the best possible care to 
the animals we serve. 
 
Strengthening professional development in animal science benefits not only veterinarians but 
also the pets, livestock, and owners who depend on us. I strongly urge your support for the 
Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification to help shape the next generation of 
skilled and knowledgeable animal science professionals in Texas. 
Thank you, 

 
 
Dr. Madison Ainsley 
Associate Veterinarian 
Country Hills Veterinary Clinic 
30695 US Highway 281 N. 
Bulverde, TX 78163 
Phone: (830) 438-2269 
Fax: (210) 579-7232 



 

 
 

 
March 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in support of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification and its 
approval in the state of Texas. As an Assistant Professor of Meat Science at Texas Tech 
University, I understand the importance of foundational knowledge in animal science for those 
entering the agriculture and food industries. This certification provides individuals with essential 
knowledge in animal biology, nutrition, health, and management, all of which are vital for a 
successful career in animal science. As an educator, I often find that many individuals entering 
the industry lack comprehensive knowledge of these core principles, requiring extensive 
additional training to develop a solid understanding of animal science practices. 

Our department at Texas Tech is dedicated to educating future professionals in meat science and 
animal agriculture, but it is clear that many employers struggle to find candidates with a well-
rounded understanding of animal science fundamentals. The demand for skilled workers who are 
knowledgeable in animal care and management far exceeds the number of adequately prepared 
candidates. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification offers a valuable 
advantage by ensuring individuals possess the foundational knowledge needed for success in 
animal science and related fields. Employees with this certification are more likely to start at a 
higher wage, as they bring essential skills to the workplace that reduce the need for further 
training. 

We work closely with industry professionals who emphasize the importance of having individuals 
who are knowledgeable in animal science principles. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal 
Science Certification is key to addressing this need by providing individuals with a strong 
foundation in animal science. The opportunity for someone to earn an interview or a higher 
starting wage based on their certification is crucial to addressing the current workforce gap. We 
fully support the approval of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification in Texas, 
as it will help meet the growing demand for skilled professionals in the animal science field. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Blake A. Foraker, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Meat Science 
Department of Animal & Food Sciences 
Blake.Foraker@ttu.edu  
316-619-5678 
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March 31, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing on behalf of Express Employment Professionals to express our strong support for 
the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. As the Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, I recognize the importance of certifications that equip individuals with 
essential skills for success in the agricultural and animal science industries. 

The knowledge gained through this certification is crucial for those working in livestock and 
poultry operations. It provides individuals with a solid foundation in animal health, nutrition, 
genetics, and management—skills that are vital for improving animal care, productivity, and 
operational efficiency within agricultural businesses. 

At Express Employment Professionals, we frequently place candidates in roles that require 
expertise in animal science and management. We believe this certification will ensure that 
individuals are well-prepared to meet the evolving needs of the industry and contribute to the 
continued success of agricultural businesses. 

We fully support the approval of this certification and believe it will play a significant role in 
building a skilled workforce for the agricultural sector. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important certification. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rachel Rudisill 
Vice President of Marketing and Communications 
Express Employment Professionals 

 



March 13, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The American Meat Science Association (AMSA) is dedicated to fostering excellence in meat 
science through education, research, and professional development. A critical aspect of career 
readiness in the meat industry is a solid understanding of animal science, which is why we 
strongly support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. This certification 
equips individuals with essential knowledge in animal nutrition, health, reproduction, and 
welfare, helping them make informed decisions that positively impact both animal care and the 
broader food production system.

Animal science is crucial in today’s workforce, especially in the meat science and food 
production industries. Understanding animal management, nutrition, and health ensures high-
quality meat products and sustainable practices. Certifications like this one help individuals stay 
up to date on industry standards and best practices, improving both the quality of the workforce 
and the sustainability of the food system.

AMSA recognizes the value of certifications in preparing individuals for successful careers in 
meat science, and we support the approval of this certification. By equipping professionals with 
the knowledge necessary to manage livestock health and improve food production, this 
certification plays a vital role in workforce development across the agricultural industry.

Sincerely, 

Deidrea Mabry, COO 
American Meat Science Association 



 
 
March 28, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As Managing Nutritionist for the Beef Strategic Technical Services Team at Zoetis, the 
world's leading animal health company, I strongly support the approval of the Elanco 
Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification. 
 
With my background in ruminant nutrition, academic teaching experience at Texas Tech 
University, and lifelong involvement in production agriculture, I recognize the value this 
certification brings to individuals. The comprehensive industry standards, written by 
professionals, cover animal systems, health, nutrition, and management, providing 
individuals  with the foundational knowledge essential to our industry. 
 
At Zoetis, we seek candidates who demonstrate both practical skills and theoretical 
understanding of animal science. Individuals who earn this certification demonstrate the 
initiative and knowledge that make them stand out in our hiring process. I believe certified 
candidates would be more competitive during the interview process and may qualify for 
higher starting wages at Zoetis. 
 
The animal health industry needs well-prepared professionals who understand the 
scientific principles behind animal care. This certification helps bridge the gap between 
education and industry needs. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bryan Bernhard  
Managing Nutritionist - Beef Strategic Technical Services  
Zoetis 
 







 
 

RDI Foods, L.L.C.   5209 Bridget Drive   Raleigh, North Carolina 27603   919-434-6524 

 
April 3, 2025 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to write this letter in strong support of the Elanco Fundamentals of 
Animal Science Certification. As Managing Partner at RDI Foods and a food scientist with over 
40 years of experience in the meat and agricultural industries, I recognize the fundamental role 
that animal science plays in ensuring the sustainability, efficiency, and ethical treatment of 
livestock within our food system. 
 
Throughout my career developing innovative meat products, I have seen firsthand how a strong 
understanding of animal science benefits the entire industry—from production and processing to 
food safety and quality. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides 
essential training in animal husbandry, genetics, nutrition, reproduction, and health management. 
This foundational knowledge is critical for individuals pursuing careers in agriculture, animal 
production, veterinary services, and food science. 
 
By equipping individuals with both scientific principles and practical applications, this 
certification helps create a workforce that is better prepared to manage livestock responsibly, 
optimize animal health, and improve overall production efficiency. A well-trained workforce in 
animal science contributes to higher-quality products, improved sustainability practices, and 
greater consumer confidence in the agricultural industry. 
 
As an employer in the food industry, I highly value candidates who demonstrate a strong 
foundation in animal science. Individuals who have earned this certification stand out in the 
hiring process, as they bring critical knowledge that directly impacts animal welfare, resource 
management, and product quality. This certification provides a competitive advantage, and I 
would give preference to certified individuals when making hiring decisions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Dr. Richard R. Hawkins 
President / Managing Partner  
RDI Foods, L.L.C. 
Phone: 919-434-6524 
 



 
Angelo State University 

Office of the Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 

April 7, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Angelo State University, I am 
pleased to offer my full support for the approval of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal 
Science Certification in the state of Texas. With a professional background rooted in 
animal science, I understand the importance of building a strong foundation in animal 
nutrition, genetics, health, reproduction, and responsible management practices. This 
certification not only provides those essentials but also develops confidence and 
competence in individuals entering the field. 
One of the most common challenges I hear from agricultural employers is the difficulty of 
finding new professionals who not only love working with animals but also understand the 
science behind it. What sets certified individuals apart is that they come in with both 
interest and preparation. They’re familiar with terminology, systems, and ethical practices, 
which saves time and resources for any organization and helps raise the overall standard of 
care and performance in the industry. 
At Angelo State University, we value individuals who demonstrate initiative and industry 
awareness—qualities this certification helps develop. I would gladly offer interviews to 
those who have earned it and believe that their advanced readiness merits consideration for 
higher starting pay. It’s an investment in quality that pays off. 
Thank you for your attention and consideration. I believe the Elanco Fundamentals of 
Animal Science Certification will play an important role in strengthening Texas’s 
agricultural and animal science workforce. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Don R. Topliff, Ph.D. 
Provost/VPAA 



Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
TEXAS 4-H - Youth Livestock and Agriculture 

Texas 4-H Youth Development 
Billy Zanolini, PhD 

March 31, 2025 

Letter of Support for Industry-Based Certifications 

TO: Selection Committee 

FROM: Billy Zanolini, PhD 
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist 

I am writing to express my full support for the approval of the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification in 
Texas. As an Associate Professor and Extension Specialist with Texas A&M AgriLife, I have seen firsthand the 
importance of industry-recognized certifications in preparing students and professionals for successful careers in 
animal science and agriculture.

This certification provides a strong foundation in key principles of animal science, including nutrition, reproduction, 
genetics, and management. A structured understanding of these topics is essential for individuals pursuing careers in 
animal production, veterinary medicine, and agricultural research. Beyond traditional coursework, this certification 
allows students to validate their expertise, making them more competitive in the workforce and better prepared for 
real-world applications.

I also recognize the value of this certification in professional recruitment. Candidates who earn this certification 
demonstrate a commitment to knowledge and skill development, which is essential in today’s agricultural industry. By 
approving this certification, Texas would be investing in workforce readiness and reinforcing the high standards 
necessary for success in animal science careers.

The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides a valuable opportunity for students and 
professionals to enhance their education and career prospects. I strongly encourage its approval and fully support its 
potential to strengthen Texas’s agricultural workforce and animal science industry.

Sincerely, 

Billy Zanolini, PhD 
Richard & Patsy Wallrath AgriLife Extension South Campus Building 
2473 TAMU 
College Station, TX 77843-2473 
Cell. 940-886-7129  Fax 979.123.4567 
wfzanolini@ag.tamu.edu 
www.texasyouthlivestock.com 





 
 
April 10, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The National Horse Judging Team Coaches’ Association (NHJTCA) is dedicated to promoting 
excellence in equine evaluation and management by strengthening employability skills and 
upholding industry standards. As an association comprised of horse judging coaches 
nationwide, we are committed to ensuring that individuals entering the equine and broader 
animal science industries are well-trained and prepared for success. In support of this 
mission, we strongly support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification for 
approval. 
 
Certifications play a vital role in preparing individuals for careers by ensuring they are 
knowledgeable about industry expectations and best practices. The Elanco Fundamentals of 
Animal Science Certification provides a strong foundation in essential topics such as genetics, 
nutrition, health, and reproduction—areas that are crucial for maintaining a well-trained 
workforce in animal-related careers. At NHJTCA, we understand the importance of practical 
skills in animal evaluation and management, and we see this certification as an excellent way 
for individuals to gain relevant expertise that aligns with industry standards. Whether 
individuals pursue careers in livestock production, veterinary medicine, or equine sciences, 
this certification demonstrates their commitment to professionalism and continued learning. 
 
For the agricultural industry to remain strong and sustainable, it is essential to support 
certifications that prepare individuals for the evolving demands of animal science 
professions. The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification helps bridge the gap 
between education and industry needs by equipping individuals with knowledge and skills 
that translate directly into the workforce. We encourage its approval as a valuable credential 
that will help ensure the continued success of the animal science and equine industries. 
 
Sincerely,  

Tim McLochlin 
President, National Horse Judging Team Coaches’ Association 





Iron Horse Farm 

975 N Plum St  

Millsap, TX 76066 
March 27, 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to offer my full support for the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science 
Certification. As the owner of Iron Horse Farm, with over 40 years of experience in the 
animal science industry, I understand the critical need for a skilled workforce to support 
the health and care of animals across various sectors. 

This certification provides candidates with valuable practical knowledge in animal health, 
nutrition, and safety procedures. Those who complete this certification will be well-
prepared to meet the challenges of the animal science field and will bring essential skills to 
any operation. 

At Iron Horse Farm, we recognize the value of this expertise and are committed to offering a 
higher starting wage to individuals who have earned the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal 
Science Certification. Additionally, I am more than willing to offer interviews to candidates 
who have obtained this certification, as it demonstrates a strong foundation in animal care 
and management. 

I fully support the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification and believe it 
will provide the necessary knowledge to help build a highly skilled workforce for the future 
of the animal science industry. 

Sincerely, 
Jim Heird 
Dr. Jim Heird 
President, Iron Horse Farm 

 





 

March 10, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

At Pilgrim’s, we understand that a strong foundation in animal science is essential to maintaining the 
health, welfare, and quality of the livestock that sustain our industry. A workforce with knowledge of 
animal nutrition, health, and management practices plays a critical role in ensuring ethical and efficient 
production. We believe all employees can benefit from a deeper understanding of animal science, as it 
enhances their ability to contribute to responsible and sustainable agricultural practices. 
 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification supports this goal by providing individuals with 
essential knowledge in animal anatomy, physiology, health, and production systems. Candidates who 
earn this certification demonstrate an understanding of the best practices in animal care, biosecurity, 
and resource management—skills that are highly valuable in the meat and poultry industry. Employees 
with this expertise contribute to improved animal welfare, food safety, and overall operational efficiency. 
 
Recognizing the value of this certification, Pilgrim’s is committed to offering higher starting wages to 
certified candidates and prioritizing them in our hiring process. We strongly support the Elanco 
Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification and believe its approval will enhance workforce readiness, 
strengthen animal care standards, and benefit both employees and the agricultural industry as a whole. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ansen Pond 
Head of Operations 
Pilgrim's 
 



 

April 28, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As a professor and industry professional specializing in meat science, I recognize the 
challenges employers face in hiring individuals with a strong foundation in animal science. 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides a valuable solution by 
equipping individuals with essential knowledge in animal nutrition, health, reproduction, 
and management, making them better prepared for careers in animal agriculture and 
related industries. 

Employers across livestock production, animal health, and food processing industries 
need workers who understand the science behind animal care and production. Hiring 
individuals with this certification reduces training time, improves animal welfare practices, 
and enhances operational efficiency. If presented with two candidates of equal 
background, I—and many others in the industry—would prioritize hiring the individual with 
this certification. 

Approving the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification in Texas will 
strengthen the workforce by providing individuals with critical industry knowledge. 
Recognizing this certification will help meet the growing demand for skilled professionals 
while benefiting both employers and the industry as a whole. I strongly support its approval 
in Texas. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dale R. Woerner, Ph.D.  
Professor and Cargill Endowed Professor in Sustainable Meat Science  
Department of Animal and Food Sciences 
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX 79409 
Dale.Woerner@ttu.edu  
806-834-4565 
 

mailto:Dale.Woerner@ttu.edu
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Phone (325) 658-5555 . PROCESSORS, L. P. Fax: (325) 653-24 72 

March 20, 2025 

To Whom It May Con.cern,. 

; 

At Lone Star Beef Processors, LP, we understand that a strong foundation in animal science is 
crucial for maintaining the high standards of care and quality that are central to our operations. 
The Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification provides individuals with a solid 
understanding of animal biology, behavior, and the processes that impact meat production. This 
certification is a valuable asset, equipping employees with the essential knowledge needed to 
ensure animal welfare and effective management practices from farm to processing.

Finding entry-level employees with a comprehensive understanding of animal science can be 
difficult. While many candidates are eager to contribute, they often lack the foundational 
knowledge necessary to understand the complexities of animal care and its impact on meat 
quality. This certification addresses that need by providing candidates with the practical 
knowledge to manage animals responsibly, ensuring the highest standards in animal welfare and 
meat production.

At Lone Star Beef Processors, we recognize the importance of industry-recognized qualifications. 
Candidates who hold the Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification are highly valued, 
and we are prepared to offer higher starting wages to those with this certification. Additionally, 
we are eager to interview certified individuals, as it reflects their preparedness and commitment 
to the animal science field.

Burley Smith 
e.A 

Lone Star Beef Processors, LP 

,2150 E. 37th Street, San Angelo, TX 76903 
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